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STAFF REPORT

A Marion man is being held at
the Crittenden County Detention
Center on $100,000 cash bond,
charged with first-degree rape of
a 13-year old female. 

Marion Police Department is
investigating the alleged crime.
Officer George Foster filed the
complaint and arrested Donald
James Morris, 33, on Monday at a
residence on Cherry Street. 

The police report claims that
Morris forced the girl to smoke

marijuana, threatening her if she
didn’t, then tied her to a metal
bed, took off her clothes
and raped her in August of
last year. 

He is charged with first-
degree rape of a person in-
capable of
consent-physically help-
less, a Class B felony pun-
ishable by up to 20 years
in prison if convicted.

Morris has an extensive crim-
inal record that includes convic-

tions in Crittenden and Hopkins
counties for disorderly conduct,

fourth-degree assault (do-
mestic violence), trespass-
ing and three arrests for
alcohol intoxication. 

When police arrived to
arrest Morris on Monday,
they found pot in a night-
stand in his bedroom,
charging him with misde-
meanors for possession of

marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. 
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Settlement would 
lessen KU increase

The battle to tamp down
utility rate hikes in Kentucky
produced a victory last week
for intervenors, who chal-
lenged the sizes and types of
increases sought by sister
power companies Kentucky
Utilities Co. (KU) and
Louisville Gas & Electric.

The challengers ranged
from big corporations to
people on fixed-incomes –
and they forged a settlement
with the utilities that, if ap-
proved by the state Public
Service Commission (PSC),
would trim the increase
from $210 million to $120
million. 

A KU residential cus-
tomer using an average of
1,179 kilowatt hours per
month would see an in-
crease of only $4.21 per
month, about $3 less than
what as expected with the
initial proposal.

For KU electric customers
the basic service charge re-
quest would have increase
from $10.75 a month to $22.
With the settlement,
though, that charge will go
up 75 cents July 1 of this
year and another 75 cents on
July 1, 2018.

The utilities also have
agreed to withdraw their
current plans for full deploy-
ment of advanced meters,
but will continue their vol-
untary advanced meter pro-
gram.

KU serves Marion and
customers in portions of
rural Crittenden County.

The public hearing on the
rate review is scheduled to
begin May 9 at the PSC of-
fices in Frankfort.

(Editor’s note: Kentucky
News Connection con-
tributed to this story.)

Crittenden health 
in middle of pack 

An easy-to-use snapshot
that compares counties
within states, the County
Health Rankings reports
Crittenden County is in the
middle of the pack in the
overall health of Kentucky
counties.

Crittenden County
ranked 58th of the 120
counties in overall health
and 68th in contributing fac-
tors to health, with clinical
care rating in the bottom
fifth of counties.

The eighth annual Rank-
ings shows where you live
influences how well and
how long you live. The local
level data makes it clear that
good health is influenced by
many factors beyond health-
care, including housing, edu-
cation, jobs, access to
healthy foods and more.

According to the 2017
Rankings, Oldham, Boone,
Spencer, Shelby and Wood-
ford – all in central Kentucky
– are among the state's
counties with the best
health outcomes, while
Breathitt, Wolfe, Owsley,
Knott and Harlan – all in
eastern Kentucky – are
among the counties with the
worst health outcomes.

Pool will open, but not to public | Page 4
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EMS
bleeds
red ink
Fiscal court
forewarned
about losses
STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County leaders can con-
sider themselves forewarned that the
ambulance service is still gushing red
ink and there’s no guarantee that Bap-
tist Health will continue operating the
service. 

At least
that’s a con-
cern for Lea
Ann Klarner,
the new CEO
at Crittenden
Health Sys-
tems. (CHS).

Over the
last few
weeks, Baptist
Health has
laid off about 1 percent of its work-
force across eight markets in Kentucky
and southern Indiana. 

Local officials say the volatile na-
ture of the healthcare sector has them
on edge with regard to the future of
the ambulance service.

CHS operated the ambulance for
many years before Baptist began man-
aging it just over a year ago with guar-
anteed supplements from the county
and the hospital. According to a report
provided to county magistrates last
week, Baptist lost almost $470,000 in
its first 12 months of running the am-
bulance service. The county pitched in
$150,000 and the hospital will pay
$100,000, bringing the deficit back to 

Man, 33, arrested
for rape of girl, 13

Morris

In the red
EMS loss*.......$467K

Share of loss
Baptist .............$217K
County ............$150K
CHS ..................$100K

*After 12 months under
Baptist management

STAFF REPORT

Friends from near and far
surrounded a young Critten-
den County couple and their
families Saturday as they laid
to rest their 7-month-old son.

People from the couple’s
hometowns of Marion and
Tolu have followed the story
of Travis and Ali Perryman’s
son Atler and his journey

after being born with hy-
poplastic left heart syn-
drome. The  defect in the
structure of Atler’s heart re-
sulted in several surgeries, in-
cluding a heart transplant in
early March, but he died April
19 at Monroe Carell, Jr. Chil-
dren’s Hospital at Vanderbilt.
His was one of very few fu-
nerals to be held at Rocket

Arena on the Crittenden
County High School campus,
and evidence of the large
number of supporters who
have followed the Perryman’s
social media posts through-
out the last year.

The Perrymans, 27 and 28
years old, were married less
than a year when Atler was
born and knew just a few

months into the pregnancy
that there were complica-
tions. By the time Atler was a
couple months old, more
than 11,000 people were fol-
lowing his story via an online
blog for Team Atler, which
the couple used to update
friends and family about his
condition. It was a roller
coaster of emotions as up-

dates reported positive im-
provements, concerns, prob-
lems and encouraging signs
from the team of physicians
at the Vanderbilt hospital.
Supporters – which stretched
far beyond Crittenden
County’s borders – rallied
around the Perrymans

Community mourns Perryman family’s loss

STAFF REPORT

Corey Crider has a new mis-
sion and it’s something akin to
blending strawberry and
jalepeno into an eclectic cock-
tail that might just appeal to
those tired of the same old fla-
vor.

For Crider, a 40-year-old
professional opera singer, it’s
an exciting opportunity to
whisk classical music and rock
into the same mixing bowl.
The musical dish, he thinks,
will appeal to a broad range of
art aficionados. Teens to geri-
atrics might find value in the

mix, he said. Crider admits that
opera and hard rock don’t gen-
erally go together, but that’s
what makes this project ap-
pealing, too.

“We’re interweaving differ-
ent genres of music and it’s
very complicated at times,”
says Crider, who was between
opera gigs last week in Virginia
and Mississippi when he took
time to explain his latest enter-
prise.

He and a college buddy
from Hopkinsville, Scott Ham-
rick, started The Tapestry as an
entrepreneurial business ven-

ture. The performers for their
current project, entitled "Re-
move the Veil!" are Crider and
three other professional opera
singers who have appeared on
stages the likes of the Metro-
politan Opera in New York and
La Fenice in Italy, as well as five
instrumentalists who've
played venues like the Opry,
the Ryman, The Palace at
Auburn Hills and Oracle Arena.
The Tapestry played in Evans-
ville recently and has other en-
gagements booked for this 

Musical mixing pot

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Marion native Corey Crider (right), a professional opera singer, is experimenting with a mix of
classic opera and rock and roll. He plans to take the tour on the road.

Crittenden native taking his operatic
voice to new levels by blending in rock

Quilters
welcomed
to county
By MIMI BYRNS
PRESS CONTRIBUTOR

The Backroads Quilt Show is opening
the doors for quilt lovers and visitors at
the Marion City Hall Council Chambers
on Saturday. The event, part of the larger
Amish Tour & Backroads Festival that be-
gins Friday, has become a traditional op-
portunity for the public to view works of
art made by the crafty hands of local quil-
ters. 

Anyone can display quilts, quilt tops
and baby quilts of any size, and they don't
have to be made by the exhibitor. The
quilts this year can be entered from 8:30
to 9:30 a.m. Saturday. After this, the spec-

See EMS/Page 3

See MOURN/Page 14

See QUILTWEEK/Page 3
See OPEROCK/Page 3



STAFF REPORT

Local police think they may
have cleared up a number of
burglary cases with the arrest
of 20-year-old Coy McDowell
of Marion last week.

McDowell is lodged in the
Crittenden County Detention
Center on two counts of third-
degree burglary and one
count of theft by unlawful tak-
ing (over $500 but less than
$10,000). All three charges
are Class D felonies.

Marion Police Chief said
McDowell was arrested last
Wednesday, April 19 and ini-
tially charged with stealing a
2002 Honda 250EX four-
wheeler from a home on Ar-
leen Street. 

Police found the ATV in the
bed of a vehicle it stopped on
U.S. 641 last week and de-

spite being repainted a differ-
ent color were able to posi-
tively identify the
four-wheeler. The per-
son told authorities
that he got it from Mc-
Dowell. 

Investigators say
that while following up
leads in the ATV case,
they also found other
stolen items from a
burglary on North
Maple Street and a
couple of burglaries at the
storage units on Cherry
Street. 

Chief O’Neal said the inves-
tigation is not over and other
charges are pending. He also
said others may be charged in
connection to the burglaries.

McDowell is on pre-trial di-
version on another felony

case. It’s likely that Circuit
Judge Rene Williams will hold
a revocation hearing next

month now that Mc-
Dowell is a defendant
in this case. 

Last fall, McDowell
pleaded guilty to a
felony count of theft of
property either lost,
mislaid or delivered by
mistake. According to
court records, McDow-
ell obtained $550 from

a Farmers Bank ATM ma-
chine in Marion by manipu-
lating the machine into
crediting his account with
non-existent deposits and
then immediately withdrawing
the exact amounts. He was
given a three-year sentence,
diverted for a period of five
years. 
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Conrad’s, many
volunteers help
‘Lock up Rx’
To the editor
Many of you may have no-

ticed signs around town sup-
porting a “Lock up Rx”
campaign.  This campaign is
one of the education projects
of the Crittenden County
Drug-free Coalition.  Last
weekend, the Coalition held a
fundraiser to bag and carryout
groceries at Conrad’s Harvest
Foods.  The fundraiser also
gave the Coalition the oppor-
tunity to distribute to mem-

bers of our community sev-
eral dozen prescription lock
boxes at no charge.  
Prescription medicines

that are kept within reach of
small children and not prop-
erly safeguarded pose a very
serious risk of harm to the
most vulnerable members of
our community.  According to
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, each year accidental pre-
scription drug overdoses send
thousands of children under
the age of 6 to the hospital--
oftentimes with fatal results.
These accidents are entirely
preventable by the use of
safeguarding procedures such

as lockboxes.
Thank you to Larry Escue,

the Owner of Conrad’s Har-
vest Foods, for providing a
great location for our
fundraiser and thank you to
each member of our commu-
nity who donated to the
Coalition.  Finally we recog-
nize all the volunteers who
made this fundraiser possible:
Judge Brandi Rogers, Rebecca
Woodall, Linda Schumann,
Cheryl Burks, Heath Martin,
James Crider, David Combs,
Emily Combs, Paul Combs and
Staci Blackburn.

Starla Breuer
Marion, Ky.
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readable in the landfill that was its final destination.  Newsprint is a
renewable resource. Recycling bins are located  at the county’s conven-
ience center on U.S. 60 east of Marion.
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Tons of trash
Almost 83 tons of unwanted junk was tossed Friday and Saturday during the county’s annual
spring dump day. Each spring and fall, Crittenden Fiscal Court allows county residents to
clean out their garages and attics and dispose of items for free. Above, inmates with Crit-
tenden County Detention Center help offload waste Friday at Crittenden County Convenience
Center. Judge-Executive Perry Newcom estimates that four semi trailer loads of waste tires
were also collected for disposal.

STAFF REPORT

Thirty years ago this
month, Marion forged a valu-
able economic development
tool and helped a local entre-
preneur get his feet on the
ground with a mining bolt
company. The dividends from
that arrangement have trig-
gered a number of projects
that have buoyed the eco-
nomic climate of this com-
munity for decades.

The City of Marion, driven
by the experience and leader-
ship of the late Royce
Downey, who was city ad-
ministrator at the time, pur-
chased on April 14, 1987
what was the former Moore
Business Forms building in
what is now Industrial Park

South. The city used a Ken-
tucky Community Develop-
ment Block Grant (CDBG) to
buy the former printing plant
for $450,000, then sold it to
local businessman John
Newcom, financing the deal
and creating what would be-
come the City of Marion Re-
volving Loan Fund (RLF).

The RLF has turned that
initial grant over multiple
times, making about $2 mil-
lion in small business loans
and building what is now a
roughly $1 million asset
fund.

Since 1987, the fund has
been used as economic in-
centive for growing or start-
ing companies like Par 4
Plastics, Vibra Finish, Riley

Tool and Machine, Henry and
Henry, Mining and Minerals
Services Inc., Crittenden
Coal, D&D Automation, Cer-
aTech, Siemens, Midwest
Trucking, Safetran and In-
vensys. 

Although the revolving
loan fund, which is today
managed by a volunteer
board of directors, has been
a fruitful instrument for
growth, the original plan was
met with a great deal of skep-
ticism. Heated debates were
routine when the idea was
first formulated in the late
1980s. There was a miscon-
ception about how the grant
would work that fueled much
of the arguments. In hind-
sight, most now agree that

the incentive program has
been key to Marion’s eco-
nomic development strategy.

“I don’t think anyone un-
derstood economic develop-
ment back then,” Newcom
recalls. “Royce Downey did
because he’d been other
places and knew how it
worked.”

Tragically, Downey had a
heart attack and died at a
Chamber of Commerce event
in August 1988 and never got
see his vision become a tan-
gible piece of success.

“(The revolving loan fund)
has continued to morph into
prosperity with jobs and
growth,” said Joe Yarbrough,
chairman of the Farmers
Bank board of directors and

a fund director for the RLF.
Marion Mining Bolts was

in business in Marion for
about 18 years before closing
in 2005. Newcom retired that
original loan for the manu-
facturing building and has
since used the RLF for other
projects. He still owns the
real estate where Siemens
and Midwest Trucking are lo-
cated and owns another
company across the high-
way, Bluegrass Vinyl Prod-
ucts, which employs a dozen
and creates and sells roofing
and siding materials.

New Marion City Adminis-
trator Adam Ledford said the
RLF allows this small com-
munity to get into the game
when it comes to incentiviz-

ing small business startups
and growth. To qualify for a
loan, the beneficiary must
guarantee jobs creation. 

“It is one of the strongest
tools to encourage local eco-
nomic growth. Without it, we
wouldn’t have a half million
dollars to offer,” Ledford
added.

The fund currently has
four outstanding loans. New-
com still has one and the
others are to Riley Tool and
Machine, Crittenden County
Health Department and Min-
ing and Minerals Inc. The
outstanding balance is about
$785,000 and there is more
than $200,000 available
right now for other qualifying
applicants.

Revolving loan fund economic starter for 30 years

Suspected burglar nabbed

McDowell

By VINCE CLARK
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
The second Crittenden

County Board of Education fa-
cility forum was well attended
last week with folks express-
ing support and opposition for
the proposed “second re-

callable nickel”
tax to fund the
replacement of
our 67-year-
old middle
school with a
new high
school. It was
important that
our BOE hear
from our com-

munity, the taxpayers who
fund educational opportuni-
ties for our students.
At issue is the proposed ad-

ditional nickel equivalent that
would be added to our prop-
erty tax that would generate
an additional $239,000 of
local revenue that would
translate into an additional
$3.4 million to our existing
$4.75 million bonding poten-
tial to build a new $6.7 million
high school and renovate the
existing high school and
eighth-grade wing for a total
of $8 million. 
The average homeowner

($76,000) would pay an addi-
tional $44, and the average
landowner (251 acres) would
pay an addition $54 each year
to give our district the extra
funds to upgrade our facilities
for our students. The state
adds an additional $3.1 million
through its equalization for-
mula if we adopt the “second
recallable nickel.”

Currently, there are 52
school districts (out of 173)
that are receiving additional
funding from the state for
adopting the second
nickel. This funding will help
address some of the $31 mil-
lion in facility needs identified
by the Local Planning Com-
mittee which developed our
District Facility Plan last year.
It is more important than

ever that our students are get-
ting a 21st century education
so they can compete for high

in demand jobs and
careers. This is a difficult deci-
sion for our BOE to consider,
and we appreciate the feed-
back and support given at our
forums.  
Educating students is com-

plex and intense work. With
increased accountability that
includes graduation rate,
Novice reduction, response to
intervention and preparing
students to be College and Ca-
reer Ready, it is important to
make sure our students are

getting the best education
possible so they can compete
for the best paying jobs. 
An investment in our stu-

dents and schools is also an
investment in our
community. An educated
community is connected to
economic development and
ensures that we can provide
community services like
health care, government and
commerce which play a vital
role in our quality of life for all
citizens.

GUEST OPINION

Investment in our students, schools
is investment in our community
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Crittenden County farmer Anthony Easley speaks with Crittenden County Board of Education
Chairman Chris Cook last Thursday evening looking for answers to questions he feels have not
been addressed in the school district’s drive to inform the community on a proposal to tack on
a “recallable nickel” to the school tax. The levy of 5.8 cents per $100 of assessed property could
appear on this fall’s tax bills if the board of education decides to opt for the tax. But residents of
the county would have the opportunity to petition for a recall vote at the ballot box.

Clark

STAFF REPORT

Kentucky’s seasonally
adjusted preliminary March
unemployment rate re-
mained unchanged from
February at 5 percent, ac-
cording to the Kentucky Of-
fice of Employment and
Training (OET).
The preliminary March

2017 jobless rate was 0.1
percentage points lower
than the 5.1 percent rate
recorded for the state in
March 2016.
The U.S. seasonally ad-

justed jobless rate for
March 2017 was 4.5 per-
cent, according to the U.S.
Department of Labor. 
“The stable unemploy-

ment rate at both the fed-

eral and state level indi-
cates a strong economy ap-
proaching full
employment,” said Ken-
tucky Labor Market Infor-
mation Director Kate
Shirley Akers, Ph.D.
Kentucky’s manufactur-

ing sector had the largest
month-to-month expan-
sion in March 2017, growing
by 2,800 positions or 1.1
percent from a month ago.
“The increase in manu-

facturing employment re-
flects growing demand for
durable goods produced by
Kentucky firms,” said Akers.
“The continued steady
manufacturing growth is a
positive sign for the broader
state economy.”

Ky. jobless rate remains
at 5 percent in March



STAFF REPORT

Crittenden Fiscal Court
will meet in special session at
8:30 a.m. today (Thursday) to
discuss the Fiscal Year 2018
budget which goes into effect
on July 1.

The court held its regular
monthly meeting last week
and took care of its routine
business in order to free up
more time to work on the
budget at this week’s ses-
sion.

County Judge-Executive
Perry Newcom anticipates a
considerable savings on the
worker’s compensation in-
surance premium in the
coming year although he
doesn’t yet know how great
those savings will be. He
pointed out that through a
number safety measures and
educational programs, the
county has cut its worker’s
comp claims drastically since
2013 when they were at
$225,000. Claims have gone
down each of the last three
years and were less than
$3,000 last year, Newcom
said.

The county paid $125,000
for its worker’s compensation
insurance last year.

“Everyone has done a
good job of communicating
our need to lower our
claims,” he said. 

In addition to raising
awareness, he said the
county has undertaken a
fairly extensive safety im-
provement program that in-

cluded flashing lights on
county vehicles, high-visibil-
ity uniforms for workers,
back-up beepers on heavy
equipment and improved
First-Aid kits.

“It’s all paying off,” he
said.

In other business:
- Road Supervisor

Audie Maraman said
his crews have been
busy this spring doing
mostly routine mainte-
nance work. Some
FEMA work has been
done on Bells Mines
Road and a tile was re-
placed on Nelson Road that
had been a trouble spot for a
long time. 

Maraman said a dozen
roads in the county will be
getting a fresh surface in the
coming days and the patch-
ing machine is making its
rounds through the commu-
nity.

All or portions of the fol-
lowing roads will be getting
chip and seal in the coming
days: Deer Trace, Long
Branch, Donald Winders,
Maynard, Sisco Cemetery,
Dameron, Eagle Mine, Dawn
Drive, Paddy’s Bluff, Lily
Dale, Hunt and Lloyd. 

- Jailer Robbie Kirk re-
ported another month of high
capacity at the jail. Since the
restricted custody (RC) cen-
ter opened last fall next door
to the jail, Kirk said the aver-
age daily inmate population
has been close to 200. The

jail and RC center together
were designed to hold 172 in-
mates, but Kirk says the fa-
cility needs to keep more
than that.

The state pays the county
$31.34 per day to keep Class

D inmates. On aver-
age, only about 25
beds or fewer at the
local jail are taken by
non-revenue-generat-
ing county inmates.

“We have to enter-
tain the idea of oper-
ating just above
capacity if we are
going to pay the bills,”

he told the fiscal court. 
The jail is starting to

house more inmates from
nearby counties, and even al-
lowing some to be in the work
release program. Kirk said he
previously didn’t allow in-
mates from Crittenden or
other nearby counties to be
outside the jail on work
crews because of problems it
can create.

“We have seen an uptick
in contraband since we’ve
been doing this,” Kirk said.

He pointed out that taking
inmates within a closer prox-
imity has its rewards. It cuts
transportation costs. 

“We don’t use too much
gas and it lowers our liability
from being out there on long
trips transporting inmates,”
the jailer said.

For now, the benefits are
outweighing the negatives,
Kirk explained.
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Crittenden Detention Center
census: April 2016 - April 2017

County prepares for budget; jail staying full

Restricted Custody Center
opened October 2016

Kirk

around $217,000, but
Klarner said that may be too
much red ink for the
operator. 

Attempts to reach
Baptist officials by
phone last week for
comment were unsuc-
cessful. 

County leaders are
bracing for feedback
from Baptist, but so
far no word, says Crit-
tenden County Judge-Exec-
utive Perry Newcom.

If Baptist finds the losses
too great and vacates the
contract, Klarner is indicat-
ing that the county will have
to take the ambulance itself. 

“It will not surprise me if
we get a call about their huge
loss,” said Klarner, who has
been on the job for only a few
months. “I can tell you that

Crittenden Health Systems
cannot financially manage
it,” 

Newcom said that if the
current deal falls through, all
options will be on the table

because the county
cannot afford to not
have an ambulance
service. 

A countywide occu-
pational and net prof-
its tax was created in
2012, in part, to help
supplement the am-
bulance service. 

Baptist officials
had told local leaders a year
and half ago they believed
they save money based on
their experience in operating
ambulance services and the
company’s buying power for
supplies and equipment.
However, the losses reported
for the past 12 months are
greater than those incurred
by the hospital when it oper-
ated the service.

EMS
Continued from Page 1

summer. 
Crider says long-range

plans are to tour this show, as
well as to produce more like it
in the future that will feature
original music.

“In the show we're playing
now, we’re kind of a glorified
cover band playing other
artists’ music, but arranged
and interwoven together in an
original way. Eventually we
plan to produce shows that
will feature our own music;
we have one in the works that
will be a full-blown opera with
sets and a plot, but with an
orchestra that primarily fea-
tures a mixture of rock and
bluegrass instruments,”

Crider explained. 
He said other artists have

tried blending similar
sounds, but this project is
unique because it brings to-
gether a group of high-end
professionals from both
worlds. 

“This kind of talent is ex-
plosive when you put it to-
gether like this,” added the
Crittenden County High
School graduate.

Music runs deep in
Crider’s family. His wife,
Michelle, is an opera singer
and his 11-year-old son,
Cade, recently had a perform-
ance with a Murray State
Univeristy Choir at Lovett Au-
ditorium on the MSU cam-
pus. He is also a member of
the Paducah Children’s Cho-
rus.

OPEROCK
Continued from Page 1

Klarner

:
For more on The Tapestry,
go to TapestryOperock.com

tators will vote for their fa-
vorite, called The People's
Choice Award and Favorite
Baby Quilt. The winner will be
announced at 3 p.m. and will
receive a plaque and a gift cer-
tificate to a local restaurant.
Quilts can be picked up from
3 to 3:30 p.m.

Sarah Ford from the Ex-
tension Homemakers says
they asked people to bring
heritage quilts done in this
area or any other quilts, and
they had a really good re-
sponse so far. 

"Approximately 30 quilts
will be on display and they are
going to be different types,"
she said. "Last year, we
opened the Backroads Quilt
Show to baby quilts and had
a good response to that."

Each quilt needs an infor-
mation card listing the owner,
the pattern or any other infor-
mation that may be of interest
to the public. Information
cards will be available at the
show or can be picked up in
advance at Crittenden County
Extension office located at
1534 U.S. 60 East.

"People just go in and look
at the quilts," added Ford. "We
have them numbered so that
visitors can vote. We have
people who come and bring
quilts every year, and we en-
courage that because we have
different visitors every year.".

The quilt show has been a
long time attraction in Crit-
tenden County getting the at-
tention of visitors from all
around the world who con-
verge on western Kentucky for
the American Quilter's Society
QuiltWeek in Paducah. 

"The show started in the
late 70s and early 80s when
they started having the quilt
show in Paducah, and we
started having it here in Mar-
ion," Ford explained. "People
would come with buses to the
Amish community, and it was
just a wonderful experience to
see that many visitors. Later
on, in 2001, we moved the
quilt show to the city hall. We
have had visitors from 10-12
states to visit, but also people
from Japan, Canada and Eng-
land. 

Visitors will have the op-
portunity to view the featured
display by Crittenden County
quilter Mary LeFan in the city
hall lobby.

LeFan has been a longtime
quilter, and she is going to ex-
hibit nine of them at the
Backroads Quilt Show Satur-
day. 

She got into this hobby
very spontaneously. After she
retired, she started helping
her neighbor who was an ex-
perienced quilter, and the
story started from there. She
gives most of her works as
gifts to members of her family.
The motifs that are dominant
in her works are flowers,
windmills and state flowers,
but she also uses special pat-
terns. Sometimes the work
she does is so spontaneous
that she does it while watch-
ing TV. 

"I have sold only five quilts
so far because I don't do them
for sale. I love to do it," LeFan
said. "Sometimes I do raised
quilts; sometimes I quilt on a
machine.  I only quilt 1-2
hours a day. I quilted a baby
quilt while watching TV. 

"Lots of people come to my
house to see my work."

Speaking about whether
the younger generation is in-
terested in taking over the tra-
dition of quilting, LeFan
remembers that her grand-
daughter asked her to show
her how to quilt when she was
in high school for a school
project. LeFan also points out
that there are women in the

western Kentucky area who
quilt amazing pieces, and she
admires them.

QUILTWEEK
QuiltWeek has arrived, and

a slew of events tied to the an-
nual celebration of a
uniquely-American tradition
are scheduled for the coming
days.

The spring Paducah
QuiltWeek event will run
Wednesday to Saturday at the
Schroeder Expo Center on
Park Avenue. More than
30,000 people from around
the world are expected to con-
verge on western Kentucky to
enjoy four days of the best in
international quilt and textile
artistry. Close to 700 quilts
will be on display  at the expo-
sition center with $125,000 in
prizes to be awarded for quilt-
ing excellence at the event. In
addition, American Quilter’s
Society QuiltWeek will be
hosting a series of workshops
with some of the top talent in
the quilt industry and an ex-
tensive Merchant Mall com-
prised of both local and
national vendors.

But it's not just Paducah
catering to the thousands of
visitors to the area. Events in
Crittenden and Livingston
counties are also planned for
Friday and Saturday.

In Marion, the Amish Tour
and Backroads Festival kicks
off Friday with multiple quilt
shows, Amish vendors, con-
cessions and self-guided tours
through the local Amish com-
munity. The festivities con-
tinue Saturday with much of
the same.

Smithland is inviting quil-
ters and history buffs to sev-
eral Saturday happenings,
including a quilt show and the
Battle of Smithland Civil War
re-enactment. The re-enact-
ment concludes Sunday
morning with a battlefield
church service.

All events in both counties
are free to the public.

MarIon
- Marion Welcome Center

will be open 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
both days for information,

Amish tour maps and the
Welcome Center Quilt Show
featuring antique and collec-
tor's quilts.

- The Woman's Club Quilt
Show and  Bake Sale is 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday only at
club headquarters on East
Carlisle Street.

- Both the Ben E.
Clement Mineral and Crit-
tenden County Historical
museums will be open for
tours.

- The Christian Church
Quilt Show will be both Fri-
day and Saturday from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the sanctu-
ary at 211 W. Bellville St.

- The Amish Market and
Craft Bazaar at Marion Com-
mons will also be both days.

- Food concessions at
Marion Commons Friday
and Saturday will benefit
local animal shelters.

- Friends of Crittenden
County Public Library will
host a book sale at the li-
brary Friday and Saturday
during regular business
hours, which are 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
respectively.

SMIThLand
- A quilt display will be lo-

cated inside the old Liv-
ingston County Courthouse
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Satur-
day.

- Livingston County Pub-
lic Library will have Spencer
Brewer's collection of Civil
War flags on display all day.

- Paducah historian and
author John Cashon will be
at the library at 9 a.m. Sat-
urday to review his new
book, "Paducah and the Civil
War," which includes Smith-
land's role.

- At 1 p.m. Saturday at
the library, Linda Brewer
will tell the story of Bettie
Taylor Phillips, heroine of
the 4th Kentucky Infantry
Regiment.

- The Battle of Smithland
re-enactment begins at 2
p.m. Saturday following a
ladies' tea at 11 a.m. An
evening social with music
from Red River Breeze will
run from 7 to 10 p.m.

QUILTWEEK
Continued from Page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Visitors to the 2016 Backroads Quilt Show survey the quilts inside Marion City Hall.

STAFF REPORT

The wives of two senators
will be greeting quitters and
giving tours of Marion United
Methodist Church on Friday.

Some of the church mem-
bers will be dressed in period
attire, portraying Mrs. Ollie
M. James and Mrs. William J.
Deboe, two early 1900s sen-
ators who hailed from Mar-
ion.

Phyllis Sykes and Rita
Watson will be those charac-
ters and Becky Tyner-Belt

will have a supporting role,
also in costume.

“It’s going to be fun,”
Sykes said. “We have one of
the most beautiful churches
in the community and many
of the tourists will be passing
right by it. So we wanted to
open it up as an outreach
project.”

The church will be dis-
playing quilts and giving
guests a first-hand look at the
architecture of the church,
built in 1912.

2 Senators’wives greet
quilters, offer tours



4A tHe CrItteNDeN press, Marion, Kentucky 42064,  thursday, april 27, 2017

staff report

the swimming pool at the
Heritage at Marion Country
Club will not be open to the
public this summer. 

only members of the pri-
vate club and members of the
Marion stingrays swim team
will have access to the facility,
which traditionally opens on
Memorial Day weekend. swim
memberships may be pur-
chased independent of full
club memberships which in-
clude access to the nine-hole
golf course and clubhouse.

representatives from the
country club and the City of
Marion discussed late this
winter ways the two entities
could partner to keep the pool
open to the public; however,
when mutual terms were not
reached, the Heritage and its
directors decided to return
the pool to private status. 

In years past, the pool
hosted public days, and last
summer, it was fully open to
the public.

Heritage president Nathan
King said the country club
pool will be used for practices
and meets by the Marion
stingrays; however, team
members will be required to
be members of the club. the
club does offer an annual
swim membership and mem-
bers of the swim team will be
offered a reduced family
membership rate for a swim
membership. 

swim coach patti Merrill is
hosting public meetings for
potential swim team mem-
bers, outlining the costs and
practice schedule. the meet-
ings will be at 7 p.m. Monday
at Marion-Crittenden County
park and sunday, May 7 at
the country club pool.

Heritage membership ap-
plications may be obtained in-
side the clubhouse lobby,
located off Blackburn street
near Crittenden County
Health and rehab. Member-
ship application forms may
also be requested by emailing
n a t h a n t h e h e r i t a g e
@gmail.com. 

all applications are subject
to standard membership ap-
proval process. It is recom-
mended that the applicant
has an endorsement from a
current member in good
standing, however it is not re-
quired. 

several repairs are ongo-
ing as the country club pre-
pares the pool for its summer
opening. as always, members
will be welcome to bring
guests on a limited basis out-
lined in their membership
guidelines.

No public pool this summer,
but facility open to members

Toppled tree

PHOTOS BY CHRIS EVANS, THE PRESS
Bernadine and Richard Maxfield
(above) lost a vehicle and some sleep
last week when a monster-sized red
oak fell across the street in front of
their house. The tree blocked Old
Shady Grove Road for the entire day on
Friday and crushed the Maxfield’s 2011
Nissan Sentra. Bernadine said the po-
lice came to her door about 5:30 a.m.,
Friday and told her what had hap-
pened. It was a good thing it fell at that
time of the morning and not during a
busy traffic period on the road to Mar-
ion-Crittenden County Park, she said.
City Utilities Director Brian Thomas
said it’s the largest tree he’s ever seen
fall inside the city. “Had it not been
hollow we would have been here two
or three days cleaning this thing up,”
he said. As it was, a three-man crew
with saws and a loader spent several
hours cleaning the roadway.

PHOTO BY CHRIS EVANS, THE PRESS

Honoring Earth Day
Crittenden County Middle School students observed a belated Earth Day on Monday,
spending a good portion of the day cleaning up roadways and creeks near the school. Here
students pick up trash in what is commonly known as Rocket Creek which flows through
the school’s campus. Earth Day was Saturday.



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064,  Thursday, April 27, 2017 5A

Receipts: 621        Last Week: 521         Last Year: 598     
Compared to last week: Feeder steers traded steady
to 6.00 higher. Feeder heifers unevenly steady.
Slaughter cows and bulls traded steady.
Sale consisted of 30 stock cattle, 70 slaughter, and
521 feeders. Feeders consisted of 32% feeder steers,
31% feeder heifers, 21% feeders bulls and 14% of
feeders were over 600 pounds.
Feeder Steers Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

2    250-300     275    185.00-190.00     187.32
7    300-350     336    181.00-185.00     183.27
15    350-400     369    173.00-182.50     178.27
30    400-450     427    166.00-171.00     168.92
20    450-500     480    165.00-168.00     166.13
34    500-550     505    157.00-163.00     162.18
18    550-600     562    152.00-161.00     155.97
3    600-650     613       150.00         150.00
2    650-700     650       140.00         140.00
2    800-850     820       118.00         118.00
2    900-950     922       116.00         116.00
1   1050-1100   1080       116.00         116.00

Groups: 22 head 501 lbs 163.00 blk
Feeder Steers Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

3    250-300     290    174.00-177.00     176.05
1    300-350     330       178.00         178.00
1    350-400     385       162.00         162.00
1    400-450     440       165.00         165.00
1    450-500     485       140.00         140.00
4    500-550     515       156.00         156.00
6    550-600     585       151.00         151.00
5    600-650     626       143.00         143.00
1    800-850     845       111.00         111.00

Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

5    150-200     185    200.00-215.00     207.97
2    200-250     218    190.00-210.00     199.43
2    250-300     290    160.00-165.00     162.54
4    300-350     326    164.00-167.00     165.96
23    350-400     376    151.00-161.00     159.09
11    400-450     426    147.00-152.00     149.19
34    450-500     460    145.00-152.50     150.00
16    500-550     519    138.00-149.00     142.68
4    550-600     561    130.00-132.00     130.49
15    600-650     633    123.00-129.00     126.07
2    650-700     668    119.00-124.00     121.47
2    700-750     717       118.00         118.00
1    750-800     755       113.00         113.00
5    800-850     805    108.00-109.00     108.40

Feeder Heifers Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1    150-200     185       180.00         180.00
1    200-250     245       177.50         177.50
1    250-300     295       158.00         158.00
6    300-350     326    150.00-160.00     155.57
1    350-400     370       151.00         151.00
4    400-450     421    137.00-141.00     138.01
4    450-500     470    141.00-142.00     141.51
4    500-550     530    132.00-137.00     135.77
2    600-650     638    110.00-120.00     115.06
1    650-700     675       114.00         114.00

Feeder Bulls Medium and Large 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

3    300-350     333       184.00         184.00
5    350-400     370    170.00-177.00     172.32
4    400-450     414    164.00-171.00     169.27
19    450-500     477    156.00-165.00     159.22
27    500-550     512    150.00-160.00     153.51
5    550-600     572    143.00-144.00     143.60
3    600-650     630    128.00-133.00     131.00
1    650-700     685       127.00         127.00
3    750-800     782    108.00-110.00     108.66
1    800-850     815       102.00         102.00
1    900-950     940        98.00          98.00

Feeder Bulls Medium and Large 2-3
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

2    300-350     318    165.00-170.00     167.40
6    350-400     392    162.00-169.00     164.85
3    400-450     435    155.00-159.00     157.31
7    450-500     479    145.00-152.00     147.98
7    500-550     534    143.00-149.00     147.86
1    550-600     555       129.00         129.00
3    600-650     638    110.00-114.00     112.67
1    650-700     655       116.00         116.00
2    750-800     790       104.00         104.00

Slaughter Cows Breaker 75-80%
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

2    800-1200   1112        58.00          58.00
12   1200-1600   1444     54.00-58.00       56.05
2   1600-2000   1752        58.00          58.00

Slaughter Cows Boner 80-85%
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

3    800-1200   1082     57.00-62.00       59.68
8   1200-1600   1327     57.00-66.00       60.78

Slaughter Cows Lean 85-90%
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1    700-800     795        60.00          60.00
17    800-1200   1047     55.00-62.00       58.38
1    800-1200   1030        65.00          65.00   HD

1    800-1200    835        52.00          52.00   LD
10   1200-1600   1272     56.00-60.00       58.18
1   1200-1600   1280        53.00          53.00   LD

Slaughter Bulls Y.G. 1-2
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

2   1000-1500   1425        80.00          80.00
2   1000-1500   1448     72.00-74.00       73.02   LD
4   1500-3000   1720     77.00-82.00       79.04

Bred Cows Medium and Large 1-2 Young
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1    800-1200    940      1000.00        1000.00   
1-3 Mos Bred

Bred Cows Medium and Large 1-2 Middle-Aged
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

2    800-1200   1028    710.00-875.00     793.10  
1-3 Mos Bred

2    800-1200   1072   1100.00-1250.00   1173.43   
4-6 Mos Bred

2   1200-1600   1248    810.00-825.00     817.21  
1-3 Mos Bred

3   1200-1600   1390    900.00-1075.00   1015.50   
4-6 Mos Bred

1   1200-1600   1300      1225.00        1225.00   
7-9 Mos Bred

Bred Cows Medium and Large 1-2 Aged
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1    800-1200   1095       600.00         600.00   
4-6 Mos Bred

2   1200-1600   1255    660.00-730.00     696.53   
4-6 Mos Bred

Bred Cows Medium and Large 2 Young
Head   Wt Range   Avg Wt    Price Range   Avg Price

1    700-800     780       700.00         700.00   
4-6 Mos Bred

Stock Cows and Calves: Cows 4 to 9 years old with
100-285 lb calves at side 1100.00-1525.00 per pair.
Baby Calves: No test.

Legend: VA-Value Added. Low Dressing-LD. HD-High
dressing. BX-Brahman X.

Chip Stewart, market reporter:  (502) 782-4139
24-hour Market News Report: (800) 327-6568

Source: Kentucky Department of Agriculture. U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Market News, Frankfort, Ky 
ams.usda.gov/mnreports/SVLS150.txt_LS150.txt

This report reflects price of majority of cattle with a
USDA grade, weight and sex on sale date. This report
does not represent all animals at sale.

LIVESTOCK REPORT
USDA Ledbetter  weigh-out sale | April 25, 2017

STAFF REPORT

Natural Resources and
Conservation Service (NRCS)
has asked the Crittenden
County government to either
increase its budget or find
another way to financially
support the program.

The county has been pro-
viding $15,000 annually to
the NRCS, which has an of-
fice building on East Bellville
Street. The group’s board of
directors submitted a re-
quest for $50,000 from the
Crittenden Fiscal Court’s
upcoming 2017-18 budget,
which it will be proposing
today (Thursday) during a

special meeting at 8:30 a.m.
During its regular meet-

ing last Thursday, the fiscal
court reviewed the NRCS
proposal, but took no action
on increasing its funding.

Formerly known as the
Soil Conservation Service
(SCS), the NRCS is an
agency of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture. It pro-
vides technical assistance to
farmers and other private
landowners and managers
for a number of farming and
ranching operations and
helps promote conservation
through waterways projects
and more.

Over the years, the staff
has been trimmed consider-
ably at the Marion office. No
longer does the NRCS keep a
district conservationist on
staff here. One from Hop-
kinsville is used to handle
projects in Crittenden
County.

Larry Duvall, chairman of
the local NRCS board of di-
rectors, said the agency fa-
cilitates state and federal
funds through a variety of its
services. Over the last four
years, NRCS has brought
more than $500,000 in out-
side government funding for
community projects, Duvall

said.
If the county will not con-

cede to meeting the NRCS’s
budget request, Duvall said
the agency wants the county
to grant it permission to col-
lect a tax, which he says the
NRCS has the statutory au-
thority to do. 

In 2016, residents of 73 of
Kentucky’s 120 counties, in-
cluding Livingston County,
paid a soil conservation tax.
Most of the rates were below
2 cents per $100 of assessed
property, but they range as
high as 5.6 cents. In neigh-
boring Livingston County,
levy is 1.56 cents.

NRSC tax possible if county balks
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SCORE BIG!
subscribe
to news you
can trusT

The Crittenden County Conser-
vation District hosted its annual
awards banquet last month.
More than 70 guests were
treated to a meal at the Ed-Tech
Center catered by Tony’s Main
Street Italian Grill. The program
provided information on conser-
vation professionals available
through the Marion office and
recognized individuals involved
with conservation efforts and
the youth who participated in
conservation contests during
2016. Hodge Farms was named
2016 Master Conservationist,
the top award of the night. Pic-
tured at right receiving the
award are (from left) Keith and
Chris Hodge and their daughter-
in-law, Shannon Hodge. Also
honored was Margaret Parish,
shown at above right (right), re-
ceiving a certificate and 25-year
pin for her years as supervisor
for the District. Above, Zoe Fos-
ter (left) earned first place in the
county and state in the K-1 divi-
sion for the annual National As-
sociation of Conservation
District poster contest and An-
drea Federico took first place in
the county and second in the
state in the Grades 2-3 division.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CRITTENDEN COUNTY CONSERVATION DISTRICT

Conservation awards

STAFF REPORT
About half of Kentucky's

winter wheat crop has
headed and nearly a third of
the corn crop was in the
ground to start the week, ac-
cording to the USDA's weekly
"Crop Progress and Condi-
tion" report released Monday
by the National Agricultural
Statistics Service. Addition-
ally, 10 percent of the 2017
corn crop had emerged. Only
2 percent of anticipated soy-
beans have been planted.

All stats are on par with
the 5-year average, save win-
ter wheat heading, which is
double the average percent
headed.

Eight-one percent of
wheat crops were in fair to
excellent condition, while 94
percent of pastureland was
rated the same.

Temperatures and rainfall
across Kentucky wer above
normal last week. Corn pro-
ducers are showing planting
restraint to avoid soil com-
paction due to excess precip-
itation. Wheat growers are in
need favorable weather con-
ditions to spray fungicides,
particularly for scab and
stripe rust.

Peach and apple crops re-
ported severe frost damage
of 10 and 2 percent, respec-
tively.

Ky. crop progress, condition



Once again I take the
God-given opportunity to re-
mind people their eternal
destiny is the most impor-
tant thing they can ever
spend time on.
The only reason I spend

my time on this is to remind
all to read the words of God
for themselves, and not trust
their eternally-bound soul
on anything except all that
God says.
That lie Satan told Eve

not only ruined her life, but
the lives of the human race.

God told Adam and Eve if
they disobeyed Him, they
would die.
Satan put the words

‘won’t really die’ to soften
God’s hard-hitting truth to
Eve, and has been doing it
ever since. As we know, mil-
lions are fooled and de-
stroyed by it.
The whole Western World

is being lied to by purveyors
of such watering down of
God’s truths. All of it to ap-
peal to the sinful mind.

When a so-called Chris-
tian doctrine tells people
once they profess Jesus as
their Savior they can never
be lost, millions continue in

sin or back-
slide and are
c on v i n c ed
they are
e t e r n a l l y
safe.
Look at

millions in
leadership,
and various
p o s i t i o n s
a r o u n d
America who
say they are
Chr is t ians
and support and commit all
kinds of evil sin.
Yet Jesus said: “Verily,

verily (to make the truth
thoroughly understood) I say
unto you, whosoever com-
mits sin is the servant of sin,
and the servant abides not in
the house forever.” John
8:34.
I wonder if any of them

are ever told: “If you have not
the Spirit of Christ, you are
none of His?”
How very simple God’s

words are when we are told
“the soul that sinneth it shall
die.” Ezek 18:4
How simple is the Word of

God that says: “If anyone
have not the Spirit of Christ,

he is none of His.” Rom. 8:9.
Would Jesus disobey God

and commit sin?
Would Jesus support a

doctrine His word says is
false?
Another simple warning

from God: “If our transgres-
sions and our sins be upon
us, and we pine away in
them, how should we then
live.” Ezek 33:10.
Added to these false

claims by so many followers
of John Calvin’s teachings is
that once your name is in
the book of life it can never
be taken out.
Yet listen to these words:

“If any man shall take away
from the words of the book of
this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the
Book of Life, and out of the
holy city and from the things
which are written in this
book.” Rev. 22:19.
Another so-call Christian

doctrine tells people they can
die in sin and be prayed out
of the place of departed spir-
its. This is a direct false
teaching of God’s word, yet
millions have died believing
it.
That doctrine was started

by John Tetzel in 1517, sell-
ing indulgence for monetary
gain for the Roman Church
that would reduce punish-
ment for sins after death.
That doctrine is still prac-

ticed but mostly by requiring
penitents of some sort. 
Jesus made it very clear

in the situation of the rich
man in flames, looking up at
Lazars in Paradise, asking
him to go back and tell his
brothers to not come to that
awful place of torment, that
once anyone is out of this
world, their fate is sealed.
“Oh what weeping and

wailing, as the loss were told
of their fate, they cried for
the rocks and the moun-
tains, they prayed, but their
prayers were too late.”
Jesus doesn’t want that

for any one, and gave His life
to keep it from happening to
all. And, His Words are left
for all to read and obey.

Editor's note: Rev. Lucy
Tedrick shares her views period-
ically in this newspaper. Her
opinions are her own and are not
necessarily those of this news-
paper.
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- Enon General Baptist
Church is hosting a Fifth Sun-
day Singing Sunday starting
with meal at 5 p.m., and local
talent will perform at 6 p.m.
Bro. David Perryman and
congregation invite everyone.
- A free family movie night

featuring the film Soul Surfer
will be held at 5 p.m., Sunday
at Sugar Grove Cumberland
Presbyterian Church. Snacks
and drinks will be provided.
- Barnett Chapel Church will

hosts its homecoming on May
7. Featured singers are Mis-
sion of Love Quartet from Elk-
ton, Ky. Lunch will be served
at noon following the 10:45
a.m., worship service led by
Bro. Mike Jacobs. Sunday
school starts at 9:45 a.m.
- Pleasant Hill Church of

Regular Baptist will hold its
116th annual May Meeting
with services at 7 p.m., May 5-
6 and concluding with Sunday
school and church at 10 am.-
noon, May 7. The community
is invited to attend the serv-
ices, which include traditional
songs and hymns. There will
be special music for each
service. 

CHURCH 
ACTIVITIES &
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The first lie: You won't really die

STAFF REPORT
From Isaiah to Luke,

books of the Old and New
Testaments are filled with
commandments for Chris-
tians to feed and care for
those in need.
Cave Springs Baptist with

only about a dozen regular
worshipers is heeding the
call round the clock with its
new Blessing Box in front of
the rural church in northern
Livingston County.

Mary Love is one of six
members of the Women’s
Sunday School Auxiliary
that spearheaded the proj-
ect. They’ve taken a China
cabinet and repurposed it for
outside use and keeping it
full on non-perishable food.
It’s there for the taking 24
hours a day, she said.
“We will keep it stocked

and it will be with different
things,” Love said. “For in-

stance we might put a box
pancake mix in there with
syrup – just food that fami-
lies need.”
The box went up on April

17 and the church wants to
spread the word that food is
available anytime it’s
needed. The church is lo-
cated on Cave Springs
Church Road just south of
Joy off of Ky. 133.

24-7 Blessing Box feeds residents

Backroads
Tour

This Weekend
in Crittenden County

Tour Maps Available
at Marion Welcome Center



STAFF REPORT
Several area youngsters

participated Sunday in the
Ohio River Baptist Associa-
tion’s Bible Drill competi-
tion.
Contestants quoted mem-

orized scripture based on
reference and completion of
partial scriptures. 
The other two parts of the

four-part drill were taking a
Bible and turning to the
book called within 10 sec-
onds, then quoting the book
before and the book after
and turning to key passages
of the Bible within 10 sec-
onds then quoting the chap-
ter and verses of the key
scripture. 
Several area churches

were represented by stu-
dents, including Ohio Valley

Baptist, Mexico Baptist and
Salem  Baptist.
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Perryman
Atler Bunk Perryman,

seven month old son of  Ali
and Travis Perryman of Mar-
ion, died Wednesday, April
19, 2017 at Monroe Carell
Jr. Children's Hospital at
Vanderbilt.
Also surviving are grand-

parents, Donna Perryman of
Tolu and Donna and Doug
Shewcraft of Marion; and
great-grandmother, Linda
Perryman of Marion.
Preceding him in death

was his grandfather, Ted
Perryman.
Services were Saturday,

April 22 at Rocket Arena  on
the high school campus in
Marion. Gilbert Funeral
Home in Marion was in
charge of arrangements
Memorials may be made

to the Tolu Community Cen-
ter, 6238 SR 135, Marion,
KY 42064 or Monroe Carell
Jr. Children's Hospital at
Vanderbilt, VUMC Gift and
Donor Services, 2525 West
End Avenue, Suite 450,
Nashville, TN 37203-1761.

Pritchett
Janice J.

Pritchett, 70, of
Calvert City died
Monday, April
17, 2017 at
Parkview Nurs-
ing & Rehabili-
tation Center in
Paducah.
She was formerly the li-

brarian at the Crittenden
County Public Library. She
was of the Church of Christ
faith.
Surviving are a son,

Thomas Pritchett (Becky) of
Calvert City; a brother, Gene
Jourden of Murray; a niece,
Stacy Vincenti; a nephew,
Robert Jourden; and four
grandchildren, Ashley
Dowdy, Shelby Pritchett,
Brandon Dowdy and Han-
nah Pritchett.
She was preceded in

death by parents, Ray Jour-

den and Johnnie Farley
Jourden; and a sister, Mar-
jorie Hall.
Services were Thursday,

April 20 at Imes Funeral
Home & Crematory in Mur-
ray with Brett Miles officiat-
ing. Burial was at Spring
Creek Cemetery.

Vinson
Billy G. Vinson, 82, of

Marion died Friday, April 21,
2017 at Crittenden Hospital.
He was a member of Mex-

ico Baptist Church. 
Survivors include his

wife, Linda Joyce Vinson of
Marion; children, David
(Harriette) Vinson of Apex,
N.C. and Cindy (Phil) Grasty
of Elizabeth City, N.C.;
grandchildren, Amy Grasty,
Sara (Joe) Bukowski, Will
Vinson and Nick Vinson;
great-grandchild, Phillip
Bukowski; sisters, Dorothy
Peterson of Evansville, Bar-
bara Wagner of Hopkinsville,
and Wanda Lovejoy of Hen-
ryville, Tenn.; and a brother,
Don Vinson.
He was preceded in death

by his parents, Earl and Fre-
dia Vinson; and son, Steven
Ray Vinson.
Services were Tuesday,

April 25 at Gilbert Funeral
Home in Marion. Burial was
at Veteran's Cemetery West
in Hopkinsville.  
Memorials may be made

to Mexico Baptist Church,
175 Mexico Road, Marion,
KY 42064 or American Dia-
betes Association, 220 Great
Circle Road Unit 134,
Nashville, TN 37228.

Cosbey
Elsie Cosbey, 91, of

Salem died Thursday, April
20, 2017 at Salem
Springlake Care and Reha-
bilitation.
She was a self-employed

beautician for many years in
Marion. 
Surviving are her son,

Wm. Jerry Deatherage (Phyl-
lis) of Salem; granddaughter,
Jacinda Campbell of Salem;
great-granddaughter, Jacey
Campbell of Salem; step-
sons, Bobby Deatherage and
Jimmy Deatherage both of
Florida; and a nephew, Mike
James of Hopkinsville.
She was preceded in

death by three husbands,
Robert Deatherage, Blaine
Gass and Harold Cosbey; a
brother, Charlie James; and
her parents, Edgar James
and Ruth Hunt Champion.
Graveside services were

Monday, April 24 at Salem
Cemetery.
Boyd Funeral Directors

and Cremation Services in
Salem was in charge of
arrangements.

Nelson
Linda “Jo” Nelson, 72, of

Marion died Tuesday, April
25, 2017 at Continue Care
in Paducah.
Surviving are a daughter,

Michelle (Ty) Johnson of Col-
orado Springs, Colo.; a son,
Russell Nelson of Marion;
two stepsons, Barry (Beth)
Nelson of Nashville and Scott
Nelson of Nashville; a sister,
Henrietta Warren of Sebree;
and a brother, Tommy Baird
of Paducah.
She was preceded in

death by her husband,
Michael Nelson; and par-
ents, Henry and Ruth Baird.
She was a member of the

First Christian Church of
Marion and a member of
Beta Sigma Phi Sorority.
Services are at 11 a.m.,

Friday, April 28 at Gilbert
Funeral Home. Friends may
call Thursday April 27 from
5-8 p.m., at Gilbert Funeral
Home. Burial will be at
Crayne Cemetery.

Area Deaths

A S K  T H E  D I R E C T O R
What do I need to know about funeral costs?

We are o�en asked “How much should a funeral cost?” and the 
answer can vary greatly depending on a number of factors which 
include the customs of your family, the type of services chosen, 
the method of disposition, and the types of casket, urn or other 
merchandise selected.

Because the price varies from funeral home to funeral home, the part of the country you live 
in and the factors mentioned above, it is almost impossible to quote a real dollar amount for 
a “typical” funeral. It is important to explore options with your funeral director, who will be 
able to help you create a digni�ed and meaningful service that suits your budget. �is is a 
good reason to pre-plan or to contact your funeral home for a cost estimate before the need 
arises, as this will give you the time to make sure you are considering the most cost-e�ective 
options to meet your needs.

In some cases, you or your loved one may be eligible for life insurance bene�ts, a Social 
Security Death Bene�t, or Veteran’s bene�ts, which may help o�set some of the funeral 
costs. Your funeral director will help you determine your eligibility and will also assist with 
completing any related paperwork.

Funeral costs can be divided into the following categories, which help to explain how funeral 
expenses are �gured. �e combination of services or merchandise from these categories 
determines the total funeral cost:

Services of Funeral Home Sta�/Use of Facilities  
Fees in this category cover the costs of the funeral or memorial services performed by funeral 
home sta�.  �is also includes fees for such services as transferring your loved one to the funeral 
home, cemetery, and/or crematory, as well as the use of funeral home facilities and vehicles.  

Casket or Cremation Vessel and Urn  
Caskets and cremation vessels or urns come in a wide range of prices and styles.  

Burial Vault or Urn Vault
If burial has been selected, many cemeteries require that the casket be placed in a burial 
vault and the urn to be placed in an urn vault. A burial vault prevents a grave from sinking, 
whereas an urn vault protects the urn from becoming damaged by the weight of the earth and 
cemetery maintenance equipment.

Other Services/Merchandise
Families o�en wish to purchase additional services or merchandise, such as those that add 
personal touches to a loved ones funeral service. �ese may include memorial packages, 
special �oral arrangements, tribute services, register books, �ag cases and prayer cards.

�ird-Party 
As a courtesy and convenience to families they serve, most funeral homes o�er to pay third- 
party expenses up front, then later bill for all the expenses in a lump sum. Families are billed 
for the actual cost of the third-party items–there are no additional fees added. Examples 
include: church and cemetery fees, newspaper notices, crematory charges, postage, certi�ed 
copies of death certi�cates, out-of-town funeral home charges, monuments and markers and 
the cost of catered meals served at the funeral home.

Funeral homes are required to provide you with a list of prices for their services and 
merchandise upfront upon request. While cost is certainly an important consideration, 
there are other criteria you may want to keep in mind when trying to find the funeral 
home that is right for your family. A funeral home’s reputation, its investment in the 
community, the appearance of its facilities and amenities, and whether or not you feel a 
connection to the staff, are also very important things to keep in mind. Please feel free to 
contact us for a free funeral planning guide as well as a cost estimate at any time.

Andrew S. Fox, Vice President
Funeral Director and Embalmer

Boyd Funeral Directors, Inc.

 212 East Main Street • Salem, KY 42078
270-988-3131 •  www.boydfuneraldirectors.com   

Contestants pictured are (from left to right), Maddie Norton of
Ohio Valley Baptist Church, Kaylor Goodaker of Ohio Valley
Baptist Church, Alex Parks of Ohio Valley Baptist Church,
Dougie Smith of Mexico Baptist Church, Riley Kirby of Mexico
Baptist Church, Hannah Mott  of Mexico Baptist Church and
Gabe Keller representing Salem Baptist Church.

Youths show skills at Bible drill

Crittenden Elementary students got a tour of downtown Marion Tuesday, complete with close
up looks at fire trucks, police cars, the post office and banks. Pictured is Crittenden County
Fire Chief Chris Cooksey showing kindergartener Tristen Belt, 6, hose operation.



On an otherwise normal
day in April, members and
guests of the Challengers
Extension Homemakers met
for an extraordinary time.
The Challengers Club
formed in 1990 with the late
Francis Turley as club pres-
ident.  She and club member
Micki Crider hosted the very

first “Tea Party” for members
and guests in 1996, when
their lesson of the month
was “Time for Tea.”  

Each spring Crider con-
tinues to champion this an-
nual event. Community and
club members look forward
to enjoying the beautifully
decorated tables complete

with colorful tablecloths,
cloth napkins, traditional
tea cups, formal table set-
tings and fresh flowers, said
Becky Zahrte.  

“Crider puts together de-
licious refreshments fit for
any fine tea, and all in atten-
dance enjoy the food and fel-
lowship,” Zahrte said.  This

year’s Challengers Club tea
this year was held April 12
at the Marion United
Methodist Church Fellow-
ship Hall.

Aldridge earns
online degree

Terry Aldridge of Fredo-
nia recently graduated from
Grantham University with
an online degree in AA Mul-
tidisciplinary Studies.
Grantham University was
founded in 1951 by Donald
Grantham, a World War II
veteran with a vision to
make education achievable
for military service mem-
bers and veterans. Over
the past 66 years,
Grantham's commitment to
serving those who serve
with affordable, accessible
higher education has
evolved into a culture of
service that extends to all
adult learners, as well as
those in need. 

Calendar
– Crittenden County

Retired Teachers will meet
at noon Tuesday at the
Marion United Methodist
Church for its annual
luncheon.

– Marion United
Methodist Church will host
a quilt display inside the
main sanctuary Friday
during the Backroads Tour.
Stop by between 10 a.m.-2
p.m. and view quilts
members have loaned for
the display.

– The Woman's Club of
Marion Bake Sale and
Quilt Show will be
Saturday at the clubhouse
on East Carlisle Street.
Enter quilts 9-10 a.m. Quilt
viewing is between 10
a.m.-2 p.m.  Quilts do not
have to be made by the
exhibitor. For further
information call (270) 704-
0057.

Extension events
– Don’t Eat That! Learn

how to keep your food safe,
when to throw it away and
proper cooking
temperatures. This class
counts toward Community
Christmas credit and is
open to the public. The
class begins at 2 p.m.,
Thursday (today) at the
Extension Office.

– Final day to register
for the spring Sew Simple
Seminar is Friday. Please
call the Extension Office at
(270) 965-5236 for more
information on the event.

– What do you know
about essential oils?
Want to learn more?  Join
us for this informative class
on the basics of essential
oils.  Space is limited, and
participants must pre-
register by calling (270)
965-5236.  Class will be
held at the Extension
Office, 10 a.m., Friday.

– Enter your quilts for a
Backroads quilt display
from 8:30-9:30 a.m., Friday
at the Marion City Council
Chambers.  Show is open
for viewing from 10 a.m.-3
p.m.  Show Favorite will be
announced at 3 p.m.  Call
Sarah Ford at (270) 965-
3833 or the Extension
Office at (270) 965-5236 for
more information.

The Press Online
www.the-press.com 

“Make your bed!” We all
heard it a million times
during our formative years.
Back then, I couldn’t seem
to make sense of it. Waking
up before school
early enough to
make my bed was
not possible.
Besides, why would
making my bed be
so important? I
could always shut
my bedroom door
and no one would
ever know. Except
Mom. 

The old saying,
“Like mother, like
daughter,” definitely
applied to me.  As a
result, my two
children heard the
same thing, over
and over, only with
a little more punch.
“Make your bed or no
allowance this week!”   If I
had to do it, so did they. 

As an adult, I have finally
discovered what all the fuss
is about. Surprisingly, it has
less to do with making our
beds than the effect such a
simple task has on us as a
person. Teresa LaSala,
Positive Discipline
Association, says to ask
ourselves what our goal is
when trying to teach our
children to make their bed?
Do we want to simply have a
pretty bed or is it a learning
moment? Done right,
making the bed can be an
opportunity to bond and
learn such things as
negotiation, communication,
organization, and the
importance of routines.

In Admiral William
H.McRaven’s book, “Make
Your Bed: Little Things That
Can Change Your Life . . .
And Maybe The World,” he
explains why the daily task
plays such a vital role in our
day. Although, it can seem
mundane, he says it helps
start our day off on the right
foot. Once our beds are
neatly made, our heads
clear, bringing about a sense
of organization to our day. 

In the admiral’s case, it
started when he joined the
navy as a SEAL trainee. The
first task of his day was to
make his bed. Every sheet
had to be smooth and

tucked tightly with hospital
corners; blankets and pillow
properly aligned. Along with
that, his uniform had to be
pristine and his area clean

and organized. It
was a scrutinizing
inspection and, if it
didn’t pass, it had
to be redone. “It
was expected of
me,” he said. “It
demonstrated my
discipline. It
showed attention
to detail . . . it
would be a
reminder that I
had done
something well,
something to be
proud of, no
matter how small
the task.”  As time
went by, he found
out that

cleanliness and order
applied to every aspect of
military life. 

Nursing schools follow a
similar, less rigid plan. Right
after breakfast, nurses help
able patients into a chair
and proceed to change their
sheets, all part of daily
procedure. Not only does the
bed look neat and tidy, most
nurses say they feel a sense
of pride that the bed is made
right. When asked if nurses
still adhere to a strict bed-
making protocol, the RN’s on
Allnurses.com, said, “I think
it is not a top priority, but it
is a visual that shows pride,
organization, cleanliness
and comfort,” and, another,
“I took a lot of pride in doing
well those things hardly
anybody cares about
anymore.” As a patient a few
times myself, I can testify to
how good it felt to get back
into a clean, well-made bed.
An atmosphere of healing is
created when the bed is
made.

Furniture stores know
their business when it
comes to beds. Who would
buy them if their linens on
bed displays were rumpled
and in disarray? Instead,
customers visit a showroom
depicting a beautiful
bedroom, with bedspread or
comforter in place, along
with pillows in shams and
coordinating throw pillows.
A mental picture of how it

will look in our own bedroom
comes to life. Once delivered,
we want it to have that same
look of comfort and beauty. 

Today, I’m passing the
same words on down to my
grandchildren, using a
kinder, less commanding
voice. “Don’t forget to make
your bed, honey.” I’ve
learned that nobody,
regardless of age, wants to
be commanded to do a job.
However, praise for a job
done right is appreciated at
any age. Children will
cooperate better without
using a demanding tone of
voice. Instilling the
motivation to make their bed
is the secret. Hopefully, they
will feel a small sense of
pride and self-esteem that
will encourage them to do
multiple tasks throughout
their day. Once the habit is
developed, it can lead to
many successes in life.

Last month, my husband
finished the log bed he had
started in January. It was
something I had wanted for
a long time. All the cedar
came from dead cedars on
our farm which fell during
the 2009 ice storm. When I
get up in the morning, after
thanking God for the new
day, I make my bed. It starts
my day off on a positive note
and keeps me moving in the
right direction.

So, if your life feels out of
control, follow my advice:
Make your bed!

Lifestyles The Crittenden Press

  
 

 

   
  
   

  
  
  

   

    

 
  

  

  
 

   
  
  
  

  
  
  

   

  
   

 
  

  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Linda
DEFEW
Guest columnist

Defew’s
Views
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Members of the Challengers Homemakers Club celebrated a
long tradition with an annual tea. Participating (above from
left) are Carolyn Cannon, Nancy Lanham, Laurel Diaz,
Roberta Shewmaker, Susan Crase, JoAnn Winn, Sarah Ford,
Janet Stevens, Micki Crider, Rebecca Zahrte, Sue Parrent,
Linda Morris, Norma Hunt, Olarhea Crider and Elaine Shinall.
At right are Stevens, Winn and Morris.
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Making bed installs sense of pride

Over 8,000 views every day!
Daily news & obituary updates at
www.the-press.com

Senior Menu
Crittenden County Senior

Citizens Center is open week-
days 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch is
served at 11:30 a.m. each day
and is $3 for those 60 and
older or $5 for those under 60.
Milk, coffee or tea is available
each day. Reservations are
requested by 9 a.m. Upcom-
ing activities and menu in-
clude:

– Thursday (today): Menu
is pork roast, baked sweet po-
tato, black-eyed peas, carrot
raisin salad and cornbread. 

– Friday: Menu is chicken
and rice casserole, buttered
spinach, banana pudding,
whole wheat roll and mar-
garine. Bingo hosted by Pen-
ney with Humana will begin at
10:30 a.m. Birthday cake will
be served for April birthdays.

Menus for May were not
available at press time Tues-
day.  

Every day, the center at
210 N. Walker St. in Marion
offers billiards, card games,
Wii games and the use of ex-
ercise equipment. Call (270)
965-5229 for more informa-
tion. 

The center is a service of
Pennyrile Allied Community
Services.  Aging Coordinator
Jenny Sosh is director of the
center.

Tea time for
Challengers

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Scout project
Piper Certain, Lucy Haire and Kayleigh Weathers – with
assistance from their Girl Scout leaders Patricia Vied and
Nancy Hodge – planted flowers at Marion United
Methodist Church in honor of Thinking Day. Thinking Day
is an annual outreach project for Girl Scouts.
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BELLVILLE MANOR APARTMENTS
819 Terrace Drive • Marion, Kentucky

Accepting applications for one and two bedroom apartments:
total electric, newly redecorated, rent based on your income to
qualifying person. 

DISABLED • NEAR ELDERLY • ELDERLY • FAMILY

OFFICE HOURS: 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Tuesday & Thursday

Phone (270) 965-5960
TDD: 711

SECTION 8
HOUSING EQUAL HOUSING

OPPORTUNITY

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Special Olympians move ahead
Mason Ryan, Elizabeth Davies, Brittany Lemon, Destiny Suggs and other members of the Crittenden County Rockets Special
Olympics track and field team show their excitement during a break in the action at the rainy Area 1 Games held at Murray
State University on Saturday. Despite the bad weather, the following Crittenden athletes qualified for state competition to be
held June 2-4 at Eastern Kentucky Univeristy: Aarin Tinsley, Brittany Lemon, Mandy McConnell, Elizabeth Davies, Katie Head,
Amber Notestine, Jason Price, Sarah Valle, Cheyenne Ward, Justis Duncan, Mason Ryan, Wesley Cox, Katie Curnel, Austin Hazel,
Andrew Holt, Alex Maynard, Caleb Perry, Chelsea Perry, Destiny Suggs, Tahla Trail, David Walker and Jessica Hunter.

STAFF REPORT

Crittenden County High
School FBLA had a great
year at the State Leadership
Conference recently. This
year, the chapter made dis-
trict history with the most
qualifications for Nationals
ever and its first Who's Who
recipient.

Brennan Jones received
the honor of being selected
as Who's Who in Kentucky
FBLA. Each year one mem-
ber is selected to represent
the state chapter at the Na-
tional Level and be recog-
nized. Emily Tinsley and
Jones have achieved three
of four Business Achieve-
ment Awards and will be
the first to receive the
fourth at National Conven-
tion.

First Place

- Jones, Cassidy Moss
and Emily Tinsley in Digi-
tal Video Production.

- Hannah Hardin in Job
Interview.

- Lauryn Faulkner in
Local Chapter Newsletter.

second Place

-  Tinsley in Sales Pres-
entation.

- Mauri Collins in Public
Speaking II.

- John Duvall in
Agribusiness.

- Madison O'Dell in
Local Chapter Scrapbook.

third Place

- Amanda Lynch in E-
Business.

Fourth Place

- Ellie McGowan, Jenna
Potter, Hannah Bell,

Shelby Cooper, & Shelby
Brown in Parliamentary
Procedure.

FiFth Places

-  Jones in Word Pro-
cessing.

- Lauryn Faulkner in
Electronic Career Portfolio.

other coMPetitors

Kaylee Graham, Kiana
Nesbitt, Meredith Evans,
Landry McKinney, Logan

Belt, Harley Wesley, Lauren
Gilchrist, Skylar James,
Emma Atchison, Jayden
Carlson, Amy Mosley, Ash-
ley Wheeler and Trinity
Hayes represented the high
school.

CCHA FBLA performance best
ever; 1st Who’s Who selected

FACEBOOK IMAGE

Crittenden County High School’s FBLA club had its best competition ever recently and will be
sending more participants to nationals than ever before. It’s first Who’s Who was also selected.

Having
an FFA
field day
Last Wednesday, 30 FFA mem-
bers from Crittenden County
High School traveled to Mur-
ray State University to com-
pete in the 2017 Murray Ag
Field Day at the Wiliam “Bill”
Cherry Exposition Center. Stu-
dents competed in various
agriculture related contests.

SUBMITTED PHOTO



STAFF REPORT
After a two-game skid, the

Rockets (4-12) recovered with a
strong defensive effort Monday,
beating Webster County 6-2 in
Marion. 

Sophomore hurler Ethan Dos-
sett held the Trojans (5-11)
scoreless through six innings of
work, allowing five hits and strik-
ing out two. 

“Ethan was great tonight,”
CCHS skipper Donnie Phillips
said. “When he fell behind in the
count, he battled back and the
defense behind him was solid.”

Crittenden played errorless
baseball and won for the third
time in five games. The boys host
Livingston Central in a Fifth Dis-
trict matchup Thursday. The
Rockets are 0-3 in league play
and Livingston (4-6) has a loss in
its only district matchup against

Trigg County.
Ethan Hunt led the Rockets

with two hits against Webster. He
drove in a run and scored once.
Cody Belt, Paxton Riley and Dos-
sett collected an RBI apiece. Six
individual runners scored in the
game for the Rockets, despite
being outhit by the Trojans 6-5. 

In relief, sophomore Payton
Riley allowed two runs and a hit. 

The Rockets took a lashing on
the road last Thursday at Cal-
loway County, losing by run-rule
18-2. The Lakers put up 12 in
the first inning and CCHS never
recovered. Rocket pitchers Pate
Robinson, Maeson Myers and
Shelby Robinson allowed a total
of 13 earned runs and 10 hits.
Shelby Robinson pitched 32⁄3 in-

nings, striking out six Laker bat-
ters, but walking five. 

Cody Belt drove in a run off
one hit and Hunt knocked in a
run. The Rockets managed only
four hits in the contest. 

CCHS was unable to overcome
an early eight-run deficit and was
defeated by Trigg County 10-4
last Wednesday in Cadiz. 

The Wildcats put up 15 hits
against a struggling Rocket de-
fense, scoring all 10 of its runs in
the first three innings. 

Payton Riley had a tough out-
ing on the mound, allowing eight
runs on eight hits. Kyle Castiller
fared better, giving up only two
runs, but allowing seven hits.
Dossett pitched one inning in re-
lief. 

At the plate, Hunt drove in
three on two hits. Dossett, Myers
and Paxton Riley each had a hit. 

STAFF REPORT
Senior Cassidy Moss pitched a

gem and the Lady Rockets won a gi-
gantic victory 4-0 at Lyon County
Tuesday, besting the Lady Lyons
for the first time since 2015. 

Crittenden had started a
marathon week of softball with a
disappointing one-run loss to Web-
ster County Monday.

“She was the normal Cassidy
and we played defense behind her
and hit the ball,” said coach
Stephen Smith about the victory

over Lyon. “It was a huge win.”
Crittenden (15-4) is now 1-1 in

the district and was scheduled to
play at Trigg County in a makeup
game on Wednesday. The Lady
Wildcats upset Crittenden last week
and had won nine straight after
beating Livingston Tuesday.

Crittenden plays Livingston
Thursday in another district show-
down before leaving for the Class A

State Tournament on Friday.
Ashlyn Hicks and Jenna Potter

hit the ball hard against Lyon (13-
5) and Moss had a key hit.

Moss worked out of a bases-
loaded jam in the first that was a
key moment in the game. She
struck out two and got a grounder
to end the inning.

CCHS lost 4-3 to Webster at
home. The girls fell behind early but
managed to tie the game at three in
the fourth inning. The Lady Trojans
(10-5-1) scored the winning run in

the top of the seventh despite being
outhit 8-5 by the Rocket girls. Crit-
tenden stranded 11 runners and as
a team and struck out 11 times. 

Moss pitched seven innings,
striking out seven and walking five.
It was the first time she’d pitched
while wearing a protective face-
mask. With so many injuries re-
cently to pitchers, Moss has been
encouraged to wear a mask.

At the plate, Brandy Book went
1-for-4 with two RBIs. Potter had
two hits and scored twice. 

STAFF REPORT
It is certainly a season to re-

member for the Lady Rocket fast-
pitch softball team. The girls are
ranked 37th in the state, according
to the latest coaches association
poll, and they’re headed to the All A
Classic State Tournament for the
first time ever.

The significance of the girls’ suc-
cess is not lost on first-year coach
Stephen Smith.

“We’re still talking about chang-
ing the culture,” he said. “We have
the horses and these girls are start-
ing to believe they can go to a state
tournament, be there on Sunday
and compete with anybody.”

Crittenden had never won a
game in the All A Classic before
capturing the regional champi-
onship last week. It was no surprise

to observers who track area soft-
ball, but for the Lady Rockets it’s an
exciting first. Crittenden has been
improving the last few years, but
could not break the barriers it
needed to earn real respect from
around the Second Region. That’s
changed this spring as the girls
have won more than 80 percent of
their games and had the second
best record in the region when the
week started.

The problem is that the best
team in the All A Classic is in Crit-
tenden’s pool. Holy Cross is the de-
fending small school champion and
currently ranked 16th in Kentucky.
The Lady Cougars are the highest
ranked team in the tournament and

the only Top 25 team playing in the
Classic, which opens Saturday with
pool play. The top two teams from
the four four-team pools advance to
Sunday’s single-elimination tour-
nament.

“We’re going to see how far we’ve
come when we go up there (to the
state tournament at Jack Fisher
Park in Owensboro) this weekend,”
Smith said. “If Cassidy is on, we can
play with anybody.”

Moss, a senior who has signed to
play collegiate softball and basket-
ball at Brescia, is a bulldog on the
rubber. She’s unhittable at times
and at the plate, she’s just as de-
termined, leading the team in hit-
ting and extra-base hits.

Smith says the offense has been
incredible at times, but there have

been a few lulls. He’s hoping to re-
find the power that helped the girls
win a tournament two weekends
ago at Clarksville, Tenn., when they
hit seven home runs.

Brandy Book, just a sophomore,
is leading the club in home runs
and RBIs. She’s among eight play-
ers batting over .300. Half of those
leading hitters are freshmen or mid-
dle schoolers.

“We have some great young tal-
ent,” Smith said. “It’s going to be in-
teresting around here for a while.”

The team will be leaving school
early Friday, doing a walk through
at the high school so students can
give them a proper sendoff. Then
their bus will circle through the el-
ementary school parking lot for an-
other student-style pep rally.

The Press Online
The-Press.com

Twitter @CrittendenPress
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SCHEDULES
Spring Sports Events
THURSDAY
Baseball hosts Livingston Central
Softball hosts Livingston Central
Track hosts Tri-Meet
FRIDAY
Baseball hosts Hopkins Central
Freshman baseball at McCracken
SATURDAY
Softball at Class A State Tournament
SUNDAY
Softball at Class A State Tournament
MONDAY
Baseball at Union County
Softball hosts Paducah Tilghman
TUESDAY
Track at Marshall County
Baseball at Livingston Central
Softball at Ballard Memorial
Freshman baseball hosts Hardin 

OUTDOORS
Gobbler count is 224
Crittenden County hunters

bagged about 120 more turkeys
over the first full week and second
weekend of spring hunting sea-
son. The total harvest for the gen-
eral spring season was 224 as of
Monday. Hunters took 371 all of
last year. The season runs
through May 7.

GOLF

Results from 2-Man MCC
The Heritage at Marion Country

Club hosted its 2-Man Tourna-
ment last weekend. Local golfers
Jeremy Shoulders and Kyle Myers
won the event at 17-under par.
Here are the two-day scores:

Championship Flight
Shoulders, Myers 64-63-127
Lancaster, Whaley 66,64-130
Brown, Brown 67-64-131
Martin, Butler 66-68-134
Fraliex, Boyd 67-68-135
King, Heaton 66-70-136
Phelps, Phelps 67-71-138

First Flight
Day, Ogletree 69-61-130
Plunkette, Scholl 68-65-133
Cash, Bugg 68-67-135
Swanne, Jackson 68-69-137
Robert, Flahardy 68-71-139
Blythe, Ortt 70-68-138
Lundy, Davis 70-72-142

Second Flight
Hughes, Walker 71-71-142
Myers, Perryman 72-70-142
Forrester, Hughes 74-69-143
Galusha, Lutz 74-70-144
Holmes, Bradley 74-73-147
Galusha, Williams 75-72-147
McConnell, Wright 78-75-153

RUNNING
Races Saturday at park

Pennyrile District Health De-
partment is sponsoring the inau-
gural Pennyrile Spring Cross
Country Challenge Season with
the first race to be held at Marion-
Crittenden County Park Saturday
morning. There will be three
races, a 5K, 2.5K and 1K. The 5K
starts first at 8:15 a.m., and the
others will follow in short order. 
For more information, the district
health department at 270-388-
9747. As part of the series, races
will also be held in Eddyville May
5, Cadiz June 1, Princeton July 7
and Smithland Aug. 19. Each race
will cost $20, or $75 for all. 

FOOTBALL
Alumni Friday lights

The second ever alumni foot-
ball game sponsored by Alumni
USA will be held on Friday, May 5
at Rocket Stadium with Crittenden
County playing Union County. To
participate, players must have
graduated from high school. Cost
is $100 to play. Rocket Football
receives half of all early ticket
sales. Tickets are $10. For more
information, contact Serena Dick-
erson at 270-704-1871.

BASKETBALL
Post-season banquet

Crittenden County High
School’s boys’ basketball team
will host its annual awards cere-
mony at 1 p.m., Sunday at the
home of Coach Denis Hodge.

Sports The Crittenden Press

CCHS Track
& Field Results

Senior Night Meet
April 10 at Marion
Girls results

Team Totals: Webster 82, Crittenden
75, Union 46, Caldwell 28
100 hurdles 3. Jessie Potter (19.54)
300 hurdles 1. Jessie Potter
(1:03.64), 2. Kenlee Perryman
(1:03.65)
100 meters 7. Ryleigh Tabor (15.12)
200 meters 4. Trinity Hayes (33.37),
7. Abby Kirk (35.19)
400 meters 1. Cortne Curnel
(1:13.25), 6. Hailey Matheiu
(1:25.63), 7. Emma Herrin (1:29.79)
800 meters 4. Kate Keller (2:55), 8.
Cameron Howard (3:27)
1600 meters 2. Kate Keller (6:11), 5.
Jaeyln Duncan (7:22)
3200 meters 1. Kate Keller (13:51),
5. Jaeyln Duncan (16:44)
400 relay 4. Crittenden (Jessie Pot-
ter, Cortne Curnel, Kenlee Perryman,
Ryleigh Tabor) 1:00.66, 5. Crittenden
(Emma Herrin, Lauren Gilchrist, Abby
Kirk, Katie Mathieu) 1:09
800 relay 1. Crittenden (Ryleigh
Tabor, Ally Newman, Trinity Hayes,
Cortne Curnel) 2:16.63, 2. Crittenden
(Haley Matheiu, Briana McDonald,
Audrey Croft, Katie Mathieu) 2:30
1600 relay 2. Crittenden (Jessie Pot-
ter, Cortne Curnel, Ryleigh Tabor,
Kenlee Perryman) 4:59, 3. Crittenden
(Anzie Gobin, Lauren Gilchrist,

Emma Herrin, Ally Newman) 5:57, 4.
Crittenden (Abby Kirk, Haley Matheiu,
Audrey Croft, Briana McDonald) 6:10
3200 relay 2. Crittenden (Kate Keller,
Jaeyln Duncan, Ashley Wheeler,
Cameron Howard) 12:47
Long Jump 2. Trinity Hayes 12-2
Triple Jump 1. Kenlee Perryman 26-
10, 4. Trinity Hayes 25-0, 5. Southern
Pate 22-6
Shot Put 2. Alexis Tabor 22-7, 4.
Lauren Gilchrist 20-9, 5. Abby Kirk
14-8
Discus 1. Alexis Tabor 74-6, 4. Lau-
ren Gilchrist 48-10

Boys results
Team Totals: Crittenden 113, Web-
ster 52, Caldwell 41, Union 35
110 hurdles 1. Will Perkins (17.65)
300 hurdles 1. Will Perkins (46.80),
2. Tyson Steele (52.36), 4. Zack
Weathers (54.59)
100 meters 1. Branen Lamey (11.71),
6. T. Davidson (13.40)
200 meters 1. Gavin Davidson
(24.07), 5. Eli Moss (25.88)
400 meters 1. Will Tolley (56.28), 7.
Joseph Estes (1:09.56)
800 meters 1. Aaron Lucas (2:15), 5.
Chris Perez (2:35)
1600 meters 1. Aaron Lucas (4:53),
5. Chris Perez (5:49)
3200 meters 1. Aaron Lucas (11:13)
400 relay 1. Crittenden (Devon Nes-
bitt, Gavin Davidson, Will Tolley, Bra-
nen Lamey) 46.91
800 relay 2. Crittenden (Will Perkins,
Zack Weathers, Adam Beavers, Eli
Moss) 1:46.45

1600 relay 1. Crittenden (Devon Nes-
bitt, Gavin Davidson, Branen Lamey,
Will Tolley) 3:56, 3. Crittenden (Zack
Weathers, Xander Tabor, Nick
Perkins, T. Davidson) 4:29
3200 relay 1. Crittenden (Will Tolley,
Sawyer Towery, Tyson Steele, Aaron
Lucas) 9:18
Long Jump 2. Tyson Steele 15-18, 5.
Gavin Davidson 14-5, 8. Nick Perkins
11-4
High Jump 1. Will Perkins 5-6, 3.
Chris Perez 5-0, 3. Sawyer Towery 5-
0, 4. T. Davidson 4-8
Triple Jump 2. Branen Lamey 34-3,
3. Tyson Steele 34-0, 4. Adam
Beavers 32-2
Shot Put 2. Adam Beavers 31-2, 3.
Ross Crider 27-55, 4. Dalton Wood
18-9.5
Discus 2. Ross Crider 88-10.5, 3.
Adam Beavers 82-4.5, 4. Dalton
Wood 48

Madisonville Quad Meet
April 18

Girls results
Team Totals: Hopkins Central 85,
Crittenden 75, Caldwell 33, Ohio 33
100 meter hurdles 1. Jessie Potter
(19.3)
300 hurdles 2. Jessie Potter
(1:05.88), 3. Kenlee Perryman
(1:05.92)
100 meters 3. Shelby Wallace (14.5),
7. Emma Herrin (16.6), 8. Ally New-
man (16.7)
200 meters 4. Shelby Wallace
(31.39), 5. Ryleigh Tabor (33.51), 8.
Abby Kirk (36.09)

400 meters 3. Cortne Curnel
(1:15.20), 7. Emma Herrin (1:30.07)
800 meters 2. Kate Keller (2:54.30),
7. Cameron Howard (3:32.62), 8.
Southern Pate (3:43.42)
1600 meters 1. Kate Keller (6:24), 2.
Jaelyn Duncan (7:13.21), 5. Cameron
Howard (8:04.87), 6. Anzie Gobin
(8:26.65)
3200 meters 1. Kate Keller
(13:53.12), 2. Jaelyn Duncan
(16:19.34)
400 relay 1. Crittenden County A
(46.90), 4. Crittenden County B
(57.09)
800 relay 3. Crittenden County A
(2:15.72), 4. Crittenden County B
(2:35.76)
1600 relay 1. Crittenden County A
(5:12.34), 2. Crittenden County B
(6:10.12), 3. Crittenden County C
(6:37.45)
3200 relay 1. Crittenden County
(14:28)
Long Jump 7. Ryleigh Tabor 9-10, 8.
Audrey Croft 6-0
Triple Jump 1. Kenlee Perryman 27-
06, 5. Southern Pate 22-02
Shot Put 4. Alexis Tabor 23-01
Discus 3. Alexis Tabor 70-03

Boys results
Team Totals: Crittenden 99.5, Ohio
54, Hopkins Central 51.5, Caldwell 34
110 hurdles 2. Will Perkins (18.3)
300 hurdles 1. Will Perkins (47.17),
3. Tyson Steele (53.96), 4. Zac
Weathers (55.97)
100 meters 4. Branen Lamey (11.6),
7. Devon Nesbitt (11.8)

200 meters 1. Sawyer Towery
(24.43), 4. Gavin Davidson (24.76), 8.
Eli Moss (26.56)
400 meters 1. Will Tolley (54.94), 4.
Eli Moss (1:04.44), 5. Joseph Estes
(1:08.28)
800 meters 1. Aaron Lucas (2:16.23),
4. Chris Perez (2:37.10), 7. Jordan
Long (3:04.32), 8. Lance Kayse
(3:06.84)
1600 meters 1. Aaron Lucas
(4:50.12), 4. Sawyer Towery
(5:15.65), 5. Chris Perez (5:47.32)
3200 meters 1. Aaron Lucas
(12:33.21), 2. Sawyer Towery
(12:38.43)
400 relay 1. Crittenden County A
(46.90), 4. Crittenden County B
(57.09)
800 relay 3. Crittenden County A
(1:48.16), 5. Crittenden County B
(2:13.53)
1600 relay 2. Crittenden County A
(4:31.36), 4. Crittenden County B
(5:11.42)
3200 relay 1. Crittenden County A
(9:58), 2. Crittenden County B (11:12)
Long Jump 2. Branen Lamey 18-02,
4. Gavin Davidson 15-09, 5. Tyson
Steele 14-05
Triple Jump 2. Branen Lamey 34-10,
3. Tyson Steele 33-10
High Jump 2. Will Perkins 5-02, 3.
Chris Perez 4-10, 3. Sawyer Towery
4-10, 6. Tristan Davidson 4-06
Shot Put 8. Adam Beavers 30-02
Discus 3. Adam Beavers 100-06, 4.
Ross Crider 88-08, 5. Xander Tabor
87-00

Softball

All A Classic

Baseball

Girls gear up for state tournament

Beating Lyon key win for Lady Rockets

First baseman Brandy Book is
leading the team in homers.

Myers and Shoulders

Rockets on roll, win three of last five

Ethan Dossett picked up the win Monday.
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It was not a surprise to
Justin Downer when Califor-
nia guard Jemarl Baker got a
scholarship offer
from Kentucky ear-
lier this month — or
that he accepted it.

“He is a kid that
is very confident in
his abilities,” said
Downer.

Downer is an as-
sistant coach on for
Earl Watson Elite —
the team Baker
played for on the
Under Armor circuit
last summer and
made a league-best
41 3-pointers.

Earl Watson
Elite head coach
George Zedan and
Downer, an assis-
tant coach, met with Calipari
at the Final Four in Phoenix
and heard what the UK coach
was looking for from Baker.

“It is such a great fit,”
Downer said. “With Kentucky
basketball, you need a kid
with a special mentality.
That’s why he improved so
much and why this is such a
great opportunity for him. He
averaged 17 points per game
for us and led us in 3’s.
Those are absurd numbers
on a team that’s really good.
He can really score it. He’s
going to surprise a lot of peo-
ple.”

Calipari reminded the two
coaches that no one expected
Devin Booker to be a one-
and-done lottery pick and
NBA star as a rookie when he
got to UK.

“Cal kind of referred to Je-
marl the same way,” Downer
said. “I am not saying he is a
one-and-done player, but you
are going to be impressed.”

Downer actually coached
against Baker in high school
before coaching him on the
Earl Watson Elite team. He
coached against Baker the
night after Baker got 27
points in a game against
Chino Hills and brothers
LiAngelo and LaMelo Ball, the
younger brothers of UCLA
star Lonzo Ball.

“Our game plan was totally
centered around stopping
him. We got him for a while
but he kept his poise. He
never got in a rush,” Downer
said. “We denied him the ball.
We used a box and one. But
he never forced anything. He
trusted his teammates. He
knew with all the work and
preparation he puts in that
we could only contain him so
long, and he was right.”

Baker is a consensus four-
star player and top 70 re-
cruit. Yet not a lot was known
about him until he signed
with Kentucky because he
committed to California be-
fore his junior season and no
one paid a lot of attention to
him.

“Up until two weeks ago he
was listed as 6-2, 165 on
some recruiting sites. He is 6-
4, almost 6-5, with a long
wing span,” Downer said. “He
can create his shot. He’s not
just a spot up shooter. He’s
really good inside 12 feet with
post moves but he also cre-
ates for others. He’s worked
real hard at become a point
guard and not just a shooting
guard. He can give you differ-
ent looks.

“To be at the next level,
you have got to have that one
great skill and his is shooting
the ball. He’s arguably the
best in his (recruiting) class.
But he’s a total player. He
competes every possession no
matter who you are playing.
He never takes a possession
off. He’s always battling and
competing on both ends. Ken-
tucky fans are going to love
that, too.”

Hood's thoughts confirmed
Former Eastern Kentucky

head coach Dean Hood knew

about the Kentucky football
program from “afar” and
thought he saw coach Mark

Stoops making im-
provements. Now
that he’s on staff as
special teams coor-
dinator/outside
linebackers coach
everything he
thought has been
confirmed.

“I joked with
coach Stoops before
we played them two
years ago that,
‘Coach you have a
fan down in Rich-
mond, Ky., and I
am cheering for
you. I see you get-
ting better because
as you are getting
better, we are get-

ting better transfers,’” Hood
laughed and said.

“Before they were very
good, we would get guys that
were just okay. Then they
started getting better and we
got DeShawn Mobley and he
was player of the year in our
conference. So I said, ‘Coach I
am cheering for you to get
better because that means we
will get better’ and I saw
that.”

Hood thought the biggest
thing Stoops did to change
the program was making re-
cruiting Ohio a priority from
day one.

“It’s easy to say when you
not sitting in that chair (as
UK coach), but I always
thought why would someone
not go north to recruit. Why
would everybody want to bat-
tle and try to beat all the SEC
schools in Florida and Geor-
gia when you are the north-
ern most school in the SEC,”
Hood said.

“When coach Stoops got
here he did that right away.
He went and started recruit-
ing Ohio and I thought that is
what needed to be done at
Kentucky. Go up there and
beat Purdue, Illinois and
Northwestern rather than
bang your heads against the
wall down south and I saw
that immediately when he got
here. Now you see those play-
ers running around from
Ohio and I know my thoughts
were correct and they are
making us better.”

Fla. WR commits to UK
Kentucky picked up a ver-

bal commitment from Florida
receiver Shocky Jacques-
Louis last week. He’s only
rated as a three-star player
and had just 20 catches for
308 yards and five scores last
season.

However, Adam Regan,
prep sports writer at The
News-Press in Fort Myers,
Fla. (news-press.com or
@NP_AdamRegan on Twitter),
says not to underestimate the
talent the 6-0, 170-pound
player has. Regan says his
numbers likely won’t be eye-
popping this season, either.

“There are a few reasons
for that, none being a reflec-
tion of his ability. First, quar-
terback play and blocking up
front aren’t very consistent in
Southwest Florida,” Regan
said. “There isn’t a lot of time
to throw the ball and most
quarterbacks aren’t accurate
when they’re being chased
out of the pocket almost in-
stantaneously, thus giving
Shocky fewer opportunities.

“Second, Shocky plays on
a stacked offense at Fort
Myers Dunbar where the run-
ning game was quite strong
and he was sharing targets
with two other Division I
prospects.”

Regan says one other thing
about Jacques-Louis stands
out to him.

“Shocky has a serious
drive to prove himself not just
on the football field, but in
life. He’s driven to be his best
in the classroom because he

recognizes the value of educa-
tion,” Regan said. “He has a
good head on his shoulders
and learns from his mistakes.
I think that will make him
coachable at the next level.”

Jacques-Louis said he was
ready to commit to UK when
he got an offer as a freshman
but family members advised
him to wait. He will attend
team camps this summer,
but doesn’t plan to attend
any individual camps or take
any college visits.

“I want for UK fans to
know I am 100 percent com-
mitted to the Wildcats and
have always been. We are
going to win championships,”
he said.

Nothing like UK basketball
“One And Not Done” direc-

tor Jonathon Hock of New
York had heard plenty about
Kentucky basketball fans, but
that didn’t prepare him for
what he learned during the
20 months he spent putting
together the ESPN documen-
tary on coach John Calipari.

“Nobody goes all in like
that for any team. There is a
commitment of the commu-
nity to the team and program

and these guys that come
from all over the country have
no idea what it will be like
and the intensity of it,” Hock
said. “What Cal has to navi-
gate each year and manage
the kids and how they handle
it is incredible. He has got to
get them through that in a
way … it's easy when it is
going well but less so when
things are not going well.

“I think Cal builds a co-
coon around the players. I ex-
pected they would be involved
in much more of a college ex-
perience. But they are highly,
highly managed pretty much
every minute of the day and
they are pretty much treated
like NBA players.”

Hock said there was a
common theme from all of
Calipari’s former players now
playing in the NBA that he in-
terviewed.

“Players all say the NBA
experience is a cakewalk after
playing for Cal and being in
the Big Blue Nation. It takes a
certain kind of player to play
for him,” Hock said.

Wife pushes coach's dream
New Morehead State Uni-

versity men’s basketball

coach Preston Spradlin
played at Betsy Layne High
School and then went to Alice
Lloyd College for four years to
get his education and play
basketball.

He thought he would be a
high school coach, but his
wife, Misty, pushed him to
follow his dream of becoming
a college coach.

“In the summers I would
jump in my car and work
basketball camps all over try-
ing to network and getting to
know people,” Spradlin said.

He got a “low level” spot on
John Calipari’s staff at Ken-
tucky as an intern/graduate
student.

“I did not know anyone. I
would show up early and stay

late to try and learn all I
could,” Spradlin said. “After
two years, I got to be assis-
tant director of basketball op-
erations for three years. I got
to go to three Final Fours and
meet so many great players
and people. Then I was lucky
enough for (Sean) Woods to
hire me on his staff at More-
head.”

He credits his wife for most
of his success. They are high
school sweethearts who have
known each other for 16
years — more than half their
lives.

“She has had an unbeliev-
able role in my career. It has
been difficult for her and my
4-year-old son Bentley,”
Spradlin said. “I have had my
focus on this team at a high
level. They have been kind of
neglected. I hope I get the op-
portunity soon to reward
them and go back and be a
husband and father.

“Misty has great energy.
She and I are very open about
what I have going on. She is
not afraid to give her opinion.
Your spouse has to be all in
with what you are doing. She
knows all our players and
she’s always in my corner,
which is nice to have. We
both learned at UK just how
hard a coach has to work,
and she understands that
and I love her for that.”

Quote of the Week
“Is he Tyler Ulis? I am not

ready to go that far. He is 6-
feet, which is small by Ken-
tucky guard standards but he
knows how to make plays.
He’s a good team guy. There
will be no issues with him,”
veteran sports writer Dick
“Hoops” Weiss on UK signee
Quade Green.

Quote of the Week 2
“I think the cheerleaders

were the most athletic people
on campus. They do things
that I could never do, or want
to do. I have attempted to do
some things like they do, but
no way could I do it,” former
UK basketball player Marcus
Lee on UK’s national champi-
onship cheerleading team.

Quote of the Week 3
“I should be in high school

right now, but to be here with
dudes that are like three
years older than me, two
years older than me, it was
fun. I messed up. I dropped a
pass. Dropped a touchdown.
But for the most part, I think
I did well,” freshman receiver
Clevan Thomas Jr. on the
Blue-White Game.

(Larry Vaught, a former
sports writer at The Advocate-
Messenger in Danville, Ky.,
now covers UK sports on
VaughtsViews.com blog and
his weekly column appears in
many newspapers across
Kentucky.)
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Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Baker great fit for Kentucky basketball

Above, Jemarl Baker's
AAU coach believes he's
going to surprise a lot of
people with his play at
Kentucky. Morehead
coach Preston Spradlin, a
former UK staff member,
credits his success to his
wife, Misty.

PHOTO PROVIDED (ABOVE), PHOTO COURTESTY MOREHEAD STATE UNIVERISTY (BELOW, LEFT)



for sale
HAPPY JACK Flexenhance Plus
has been a blessing to our 16-
year-old Max, more energy and
stairs are easier. Buy at Akridge
Farm Supply (270) 545-3332. (4t-
43-p)
25th Anniversary Sale on
Porta/Grace Number 1 metal roof-
ing, siding and trim. 40-year war-
ranty. Available in 16 colors. We
also sell cover sheets, price low as
$1 foot. Call Grays, 907 Hop-
kinsville Street, Princeton, Ky.
(270) 365-7495. (13t-45-p)

yard sale
INDOOR YARD SALE, every
Thurs., Fri. and Sat., 9 a.m.-2
p.m., 26 Airport Rd., (270) 704-
9175. Find yard sale treasures.
Also, Flowers by Rita, pretty and
affordable wreaths and arrange-
ments with free delivery. You’re
welcome to come by anytime for
flowers. (1t-42-p)
Garage sale, Thurs., May 4 and
Fri., May 5, 8 a.m.-? A variety of
things you need and we don’t. 123
S. Yandell St., Marion. (2t-43-p)
Huge yard sale, Thurs.-Sat. (un-
less rain). We have something for
everyone. Furniture, men &
women’s clothes, tools and any-
thing else we can think of. Starts
at 9 a.m.-?, if any questions call
(270) 704-0658. (1t-42-p)
Rummage and craft sale, Thurs.-
Sat., furniture, glassware, quilt
books, old books and more.
Homemade soap, salve and other
locally made new crafts. Free
items. Come see. 8670 Fords
Ferry Rd. (1t-42-p)

animals
For sale: Pet bunnies, ½ mini pet.
(nc)

automotive
1997 Jeep Wrangler Sport, auto.,
91,156 miles, clean title, every-
thing (318) 295-1896. (1tp38)

agriculture
Retired police officer living in Ed-
dyville, Ky., looking for hunting
rights. Willing to share game. Also
hunt nuisance animals in season.
Call (270) 388-4992. (7t-46-p)

for rent
VERY NICE 1 bedroom apart-
ment. $450 month with $450 de-
posit. Water, trash and mowing
furnished.  270-704-0483. (2-43-c)
2 BEDROOM and 3 bedroom,
mobile homes with stove, refriger-
ator, washer and dryer. Trash pick-
up and lawn care furnished. Rent
and deposit. 270-704-5395 or
270-704-3369. (1tp41)
3 BEDROOM house in Marion for
sale on contract or rent. 270-965-
3021 or 270-704-2347. (1tc41-jb)
3 BR, 1 1/2 BATH house with cen-
tral heat and air, carport. Refer-
ences and proof of income
required. $500/month plus $500
deposit. For appointment, call
(270) 965-5893 or (270) 969-
0361. (2tc-42) jp

employment
The Kentucky Department of Cor-
rections has an opening for a Me-
chanical Maintenance and
Operations Technician III at the
Western Ky Correctional Complex
in Lyon County.  This position as-
signs, supervises and performs
the work of employees or acts as
lead worker in the maintenance
and operation of air conditioning,
heating, refrigeration, ventilation,

electrical systems and associated
equipment; and performs other
duties as required.  Minimum Re-
quirements:  High School Gradu-
ate.   Must have four years of
experience in the maintenance
and/or repair of air conditioning,
heating, refrigeration, ventilation or
electrical systems.  Formal training
in one of the above or related
fields will substitute for the experi-
ence on a year-for-year basis.  Ex-
perience in one of the above or
related fields will substitute for the
education on a year-for-year
basis.   Salary $2,139.80 -
$2,834.88 per month at 40-hour
week.  Benefits include but are not
limited to health insurance, life in-
surance, and retirement.   Upon
appointment, employees in this
class may be required to maintain
a valid driver's license and re-
quired to drive a licensed vehicle.
This status may be necessary for
the length of time in this class. Ap-
plicants and employees in this job
title may be required to submit to
a drug-screening test and back-
ground check. Applicants and em-
ployees in positions, which
perform job duties that may re-
quire contact with offenders in the
custody or supervision of the De-
partment of Corrections or with
youth in the care, custody, or su-
pervision of the Department of Ju-
venile Justice, must meet
qualifications pursuant to the fed-
eral Prison Rape Elimination Act,
28 C.F.R.115.17 and
115.317.   Apply online at http://ca-
reers.ky.gov/employment/  to Reg-
ister #53618 BR thru May 2,
2017.  Contact Leann Lasters at
270-388-9781 ext. 2009 with any
questions.  Equal Opportunity Em-
ployer M/F/D. (2t-42-c)
City of Marion is looking to fill a
General Labor position for the
Water and Sewer Dept.  Position
starts at $9.00/hr and is full time
employment.  After the probation
period is met the benefits package
will start.  More pay is possible if li-
censes or credentials
warrant.   Applications are avail-
able at Marion City Hall. Marion is
an Equal Opportunity Employer
and a Certified Drug Free Work-
place. (37-tfc-c)
The Earle C. Clements Job Corps
Academy is seeking employ-
ees.  We offer a competitive salary
and benefits package as well as
tuition reimbursement and ad-
vancement opportunities.   Full-
time, part-time, and substitute
positions available.   MTC is an
equal opportunity employer-Mi-
nority/Female/Disabled/Vet-
eran.  To view current openings
and qualifications and to apply,
please visit our website:
www.mtcjobs.com “Building To-
morrow’s Futures Today” (4t-42-p)

services
Dozer and backhoe work, ponds,
clearing, Bluegrass Vinyl and Doz-
ing, Marion, Ky., (270) 965-5803.
(tfc)

CONCRETE WORK: Parking lots,
garages, steel buildings, side-
walks, driveways, room additions.
Call for quote (270) 724-4672, Joe
Mattingly, Concrete Construction.
(26t-12-p)
IF YOUR ARE LOOKING for an
elderly caregiver, I have 10 years
experience with references. I will
cook, do light housework, trans-
port to doctor appointments, etc.
Contact Diane Workman 270-704-
0739. (2tp43)

notice
Speak your truth, not necessarily
the one you have been told to
speak. It’s called Truth 360 (de-
gree mark). Accept it from any di-
rection. Send comments to David
Watts, 1099 Tiline Rd., Smithland,
KY 42081. (24t-50-p)

bid notice
The Crittenden County Schools
will receive sealed proposals at
the Rocket Arena Conference
Room, 519 1/2 W. Gum Street, in
Marion, KY., for the furnishing of all

materials, tools, equipment, labor
and supervision required for the
completion of  “Crittenden County
Schools, Crittenden County High
School Library Remodeling –
2017”.
Proposals will be received until,
but no later than, 2:00 p.m., pre-
vailing time, May 4, 2017, then
opened and publicly read aloud.
The Architect for the project is
RBS Design Group, P.S.C., 723
Harvard Drive, Owensboro, Ken-
tucky 42301 (Tele. 270/683-
1158).   Plans may be obtained
from Maco-Evansville Blue, 600
Court Street, Evansville, IN.
(812/464-8108).
A 5% Bid Security and 100% Per-

formance and Payment Bond are
required for this project.
The scoring of bids/proposals is
subject to Reciprocal preference
for Kentucky resident bidders and
Preferences for a Qualified Bid-
der.  

The Owner reserves the right to
accept or reject any or all bids
and/or waive any informalities in
bids received where such accep-
tance, rejection, or waiver is con-
sidered to be in the best interest of
the Owner. (1t-42-c)
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EXECUTIVE HOME ON 4 .5 
ACRES...Colonial, 2 story, 4 BR, 3 BA. 
Foyer w/open staircase, large formal 
dining room, island kitchen has all 
major appliances, built in cabinets & 
pantry, family/great room w/built in 
library nook & fireplace, Large master 
BR & BA on main level. 40x50 pole 
barn w/guest quarters.  rb 
GUM ST...3 BR, 1 BA brick ranch. This 
property has been updated.. km 
INVESTMENT PROPERTY...2 BR. 1 
BA home in Marion.  Nice size lot is 
100 x 300. ob 

3 BR, 2 BA home in the 
country.  Wood floors, spacious kitch-
en, storage space in the basement as 
well.  All on 1.41 acres. ct 
BRICK HOME...3 BR, 2 1/2 BA, LG 
den w/fireplace, kitchen w/breakfast 
area, all appliances stay, Master BR w/
LG master BA & walk in closet. Study 
w/a 1/2 bath.  Large attached 2 car 
garage, covered back porch overlook-
ing yard & remaining acreage. Included 
w/the sale of this home is a shop 
building w/3 bays, large work area, 
front of building could be used for 
commercial/Retail use, building accord-
ing to PVA is over 3500 SF. Remaining 
acreage is wooded & is abundant w/ 
whitetail deer & wild turkey rh 
GREAT CORNER LOCATION...in 
Crittenden County, US 60 W and SR 
855 N, this 5 acre tract per deed de-
scription, has several options available 

for potential commercial or residential 
uses. Hk 
JIM MINE RD...1 BR, 1 BA metal 
building home.  Features: 720 SF of 
living space, gas space heaters, win-
dow air, washer/dryer hookup, county 
water.  This property has 17 acres & is 
away from everyone.  Would make a 
great hunting cabin.  Call for more 
information. cs 

40 ACRES...Nice hunting tract. Great 
trails to crop area. Ridges, hollows w/ 
creek bottom. Several places for good 
stand location. Frontage on Hwy 60, 
great place to build your home. PRICE 
REDUCED. 
78 +/- ACRES...approx. 18 acres of 
marketable hardwood timber, approx. 
44 acres of tillable crop land, w/balance 
in draws, pond area. Located just 
outside the city limits of Marion.. 9 
acres of road frontage that could be 
developed into future home sites, or 
the entire farm could be divided in to 
mini farm home sites. 
COURT SQUARE...Approx. 2400 SQ 
FT of office/Retail Building space w/
rear parking.  Bldg. directly across the 
street from the Court House & several 

Shops.. Street Parking.  Agent Owned. 
 

COZY...This 2 BR, 1 BA bath cottage, 
would be a great starter home for 
young couple or retirement home when 
your ready to downsize, home has 
central heat/air. Small basement for 
additional storage, along w/finished 
bonus room in the attic. 1 car attached 
garage w/blacktop driveway all sitting 
on two lots. jh 
GREAT STARTER HOME...2 BR, 2 
BA mobile home in Salem. Metal roof 
and siding, gravel drive, Pier founda-
tion, propane fuel, city utilities, central 
air, appliances stay with home. Cj 

LAKE VIEWS...beautiful 5 BR, 3.5 BA 
has plenty of room for you family. 
Vaulted ceiling in living room, open 
floor plan, master bedroom on main 
floor w/master bath, 2 BR upstairs w/
bath & loft area overlooking the living 
room w/views of the lake. Downstairs 
has a family room w/ 2 more BR & bath 
and a kitchenette area w/walk out to 
the lake. 2 car garage w/Mother In-law 
suite above that has kitchen, washer/
dryer. You have your own entrance to 
apartment from outside but it is con-
nected from inside as well. 

COMMERCIAL 

MARION / CRITTENDEN COUNTY 

 
-  

-  

Check our website for more info 
and our 

 

SALEM / LIVINGSTON 

We have buyers looking for Resi-
dential & farms of all sizes.  If you 
have property that you no longer 
need or would like to sell, contact 
us.  We have buyers looking for 
property in Crittenden, Living-
ston, Caldwell and Lyon Counties. 

ACREAGE 

LYON COUNTY 

SOLD 

SOLD 

SALE PENDING 

TERRY CROFT
Concrete Products & Backhoe Service

Licensed Installer of Water Lines, Sewer Lines, 
Septic Tank Systems and Pumping Septic Tanks

We Have Top Soil
Shop - (270) 988-3313    Home - (270) 988-3856

We Also Manufacture:
Concrete Septic Tanks, 

Water and Feeder
Troughs, and More.

Storm Shelters Call Us About Our
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The traditional high school prom arrives in Crittenden County this weekend, but earlier this
week, a group of local middle school students brought the experience to Crittenden County
Health & and Rehabilitation in Marion. Above, middle-schooler Leah Fritts was one of several
students who helped doll up the ladies at the nursing home. Here, she paints the nails of a
resident. Below, Rowan Perkins and Phyllis Millikan enjoyed a dance while Ruth Robertson
waited for the young man to move down the line for her turn.

STAFF REPORT

As part of its community
outreach, Crittenden
County Middle School stu-
dents last week produced a
“Senior” Prom for ladies and
gentlemen at Crittenden
County Health and Rehabil-

itation Cen-
ter. 

It was a big
hit with more
than 30
women and a
handful of
men enjoying
the dancing
and festive at-
m o s p h e r e

provided by students on the
school’s Lighthouse Team.

Teachers Tiffany Blazina
and Kara Turley are the
group’s advisors, but they
give all the credit to the stu-
dents for dreaming up their
outreach missions and mak-
ing all the arrangements. 

“They have it all under
control,” said Blazina.
“They’ve made all the phone
calls to set it up and did
their research to find music
from the era these residents
would be familiar with.”

Eighth-grader Lily Atchi-
son was the project coordi-
nator.

“We had so much fun
coming out here at Christ-
mas to read books that we
wanted to do something else
here,” she said. “At one of
our meetings we were just
bouncing ideas round and

talked about having a
dance. Mrs. Turley sug-
gested we call it the Senior
Prom.”

Girls from the middle
school brought makeup and
nail polish to get the gals in
the nursing home dolled up
for the dance and boys from
the middle school helped set
up the decorations and pro-
vided dancing dates for
some ladies without part-
ners.

“There are a lot more
ladies who wanted to partic-
ipate,” Blazina said. “So we
asked to see if any boys
would be interested in being
dates and we had 21 apply.
We interviewed them and

asked them why they
wanted to be part of it and
picked the 10 best.”

Aitchison said she asked
teachers and her grand-
mother for music sugges-
tions and she downloaded
songs for the dance. 

“I got some of the swing
music from the 60s,” she
said. “And “What a Wonder-
ful World” by Louis Arm-
strong. That’s one of my
favorites.”

Just to be part of the
Lighthouse Team, students
must apply and be hand
picked. It’s an exclusive
group that does a variety of
interesting projects inside
and outside the school.

Atchison

Middle-schoolers bring
prom to local seniors

with fundraisers and prayers,
and their faith turned out to
be inspiring to many.

Ali Perryman’s pastor Tim
Burdon said people tried to
identify with the young couple
and their situation, and ad-
mired the way they handled
the situation with determina-
tion, faith and strength.

“People have been amazed
at how young they are yet how
they handled it seemingly
older and wiser, it was a
touching story,” said Burdon,
pastor of Mexico Baptist
Church, who traveled to
Nashville to be with the couple
and their families during all of
Atler’s surgeries.

Burdon said their faith in
God was planted in them at a
young age, and it grew over
time and was obvious when
they needed it most.

“It was a touching story,
they demonstrated their faith
through a time of crisis, but it
was what they lived all along,”
Burdon said.

The family requests dona-
tions may be made to the Tolu
Community Center, 6238 S.R.
135, Marion, KY 42064 or
Monroe Carell Jr. Children's
Hospital at Vanderbilt, VUMC
Gift and Donor Services, 2525
W. End Ave., Suite 450,
Nashville, TN 37203-1761.

Find the complete obituary
on Page 7A of this issue of The
Crittenden Press.



The dog path in the
freshly seeded grass
along the eastern

side of the house indicates
someone is settling into
her new surroundings, but
Susan Brown admits it will
be a little while before her
new house feels like
home.
Both Brown and her West High-

lands terrier Lilleth are getting
used to their new surroundings a
stone’s throw away from the house
Brown lived in for nearly 40 years. 
“I love my little house, but it’s

just not home yet,” said Brown,
who moved into her new resi-
dence in November and hosted
Thanksgiving dinner for her sons
and their families. 
She’s happy she could build on

the Seminary Loop property where
she and her late husband Mickey
raised their two sons, but it is an
adjustment.
The move was a chance for her

to downsize – and downsize she
did when she picked out the plan
for a 600 square foot cabin and cut
her living space in half.
She has all the space she needs

– a good size bathroom, plenty of
room in the kitchen, living room
and dining room and even has
more counter space than she had

Small change

HOME & GARDEN
Spring guide 

PHOTOS BY ALLISON EVANS, THE PRESS

Simple and full of memories, small
but at the same time spacious is
the best way to describe Susan
Brown’s new 600-square foot
house. Clockwise from left, Brown
stands behind a rocking chair that
belonged to her father-in-law; an-
tique chimney cabinets flank a win-
dow beside the dining table; the
exterior of metal sided cabin; and a
housewarming gift custom-made
by Brown’s friend Mary Jo Woodall
placed in one of Brown’s favorite
things, her late husband Mickey’s
rocking chair.

Downsizing right decision for local woman

See HOME/Page 2B

PHOTOS BY ALLISON EVANS, THE PRESS

Patty Downey’s vision to create her new home to look like a converted
carriage house turned out just as she had hoped. Some would say
even better. Rustic and charming yet colorful and inviting, the 600-

square foot structure features exposed rafters, painted barn wood walls
and a year’s worth of treasures Downey picked up at antique stores. The
mix of reclaimed wood and vibrant color – including turquoise kitchen
cabinets with red accessories – are an interesting combination that take a
while to absorb. Standing in one space, visitors can see nearly all of
Downey’s new home, save the bathroom, which also houses the washer
and dryer. All of Downey’s ideas were orchestrated by her son Tim Morries.
The space is small but plenty for Downey, who created a play area in the
loft for her four grandchildren. 

More photos on Page 10B
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One of the ways homeowners
can keep their lawns looking lush
and green is to aerate the turf
when the need arises. 

Aerators perforate the soil
with small holes. These holes
allow air, nutrients and water to
penetrate all the way to the roots,
helping them grow deep and
strong. Deep, strong roots are es-
sential to healthy, lush lawns. 

While aeration can help many
lawns, not every lawn will neces-
sarily need to be aerated. Lawns
that get heavy use, such as those
that are often played on by chil-
dren or pets, will likely benefit
from periodic aeration. Feeling
the lawn also can help home-
owners determine if it needs to
be aerated. Lawns that dry out
quickly or feel spongy may be
overcome with thatch, which can
prevent lawns from getting the

air, water and nutrients they
need to thrive. 

Lawncare professionals rec-
ommend aerating lawns that
contain thatch that is more than
one-half inch. Thatch also can
foster grub infestations, provid-
ing another benefit to removing
it and aerating a lawn. When to
aerate depends on the type of

grass. 
Homeowners should consult

with a lawncare professional
about the best time to aerate
their particular lawns, but it’s
generally recommended that
cool-season grasses be aerated in
early spring or fall, while it’s best
to aerate warm season grasses in
late spring. 

Aeration can keep lawn green

before. Still she says in a
600 square foot house,
everything has its place. 

“It feels good simplify-
ing,” she said. “I simplified,
and the things I didn’t use, I
didn’t bring.” 

Surrounded by her fa-
vorite things – her grand-
mother Mary Hardin’s wash
stand, an antique dresser,
her father-in-law’s rocking
chair and some pictures
with sentimental meaning –
Brown knows her house will

feel more like a home in
time.

On the wall above her
dining table there is a
phrase framed on an an-
tique cabinet door she found
at an antique store. ‘If the
cook don’t like it, the cook
don’t cook it,’ gets a chuckle
out of Brown when telling
the history behind the
phrase, specifically her
mother’s distaste for fresh
asparagus.

“It was bittersweet leav-
ing the place where Mickey
and I raised our boys, but I
am very proud of my little
house. I am proud of the ac-

complishment of doing it on
my own, but Mickey talked
me through the construc-
tion process and warned me
about so many things,”
Brown said.

Mickey died of cancer not
long after the project began,
but even when he was so
sick, he talked her through
the process, teaching her
from his experiences in con-
struction.

Though she simplified
and downsized, Brown sur-
rounded herself by her fa-
vorite pieces of furniture,
antiques and memories with
special memories of loved

ones. Today, she is making
new memories with her
sons Jason and Jared, grand-
son Davis and her cousin
Anna Easley, who has pro-
vided decorating advice and
company on the front porch
swing.

“It is so pleasant on the
porch listening to turkeys
gobbling,” Brown said. 

“There are some mistakes
that I made, but I love it
here,” she said. “There are
still some things I want to
do. The plan calls for a rock
patio off the porch and I
want to do something like
that.”

HOME
Continued from Page 1B
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At left, Susan Brown’s West Highlands terrier Lillith oversees work last year during renovation of the woman’s home on Sem-
inary Loop on the same property where she and her late husband raised their children. The pieces that surround Susan Brown
in her newly constructed cabin in rural Crittenden County are the things that make her house a home. Surrounded by things
she loves, including an antique desk in the living room and an antique dresser in the home’s bedroom. Though small, Brown
has plenty of closet space and has made the most of the storage areas inside the 600-square foot home.
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Many homeowners have
lofty goals for their homes. Such
plans may include extensive
renovations or even additions.
While many of these projects
create beautiful changes in a
home, it’s important to consider
the impact that renovations can
have on property value before
beginning a project. 

Many home improvement
projects do not add as much
value as homeowners may
think they do. In fact, some
homeowners “overbuild” for
their neighborhoods. To avoid
overbuilding, homeowners can
ask themselves several ques-
tions before beginning a reno-
vation project. 

- Will my house be the

largest house in the neighbor-
hood? Larger homes tend to
have a lower price per square
foot, so you may not want to im-
prove to this extent.

- Will the house blend with
others in the area? If your house
will stick out like a sore thumb,
it will detract from its own value
and could impact the value of
other homes in the area.

- Have I examined the cost
vs. value of the project? Many
home improvement resources
analyze the cost of a project ver-
sus the overall value of that
project with regard to property
value. For example, a $50,000
basement remodel may not add
$100,000 to the value of the
home in the event you choose
to sell down the line. It’s impor-
tant to know which projects
provide the best return on in-
vestment.
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Crittenden
Convenience 
Center rates
Single bag ...................................$2
Two bags.....................................$3
Three bags, cans, barrels ......$5
Six bags .....................................$10
Televisions..................................$5
Pickups
Short bed (half) ..................$12
Short bed (full)....................$18
Short bed with sides ........$27
Full-size bed (half) ............$20
Full-size bed (full) .............$35
Full-size bed with sides..$60

10- to 14-foot trailer............$45
15- to 16-foot trailer............$60
Recliners/chairs........................$8
Sofa/loveseat...........................$12
Bed ..............................................$15
Roofing materials ...$100-$150
Dump trucks
1-axel (half) .........................$75
1-axel (full) ........................$125
2-axle (half).......................$125
2-axel (full) ........................$160

Brush
The county’s brush dump on 
Bridwell Loop is accessible
at any time for disposal of
limbs or brush only. Other
items are prohibited.  

Availability
The center is open to all
county residents from 8 a.m.
to 3:30 p.m. Monday, Tues-
day, Thursday and Friday
and 8 a.m. to noon Wednes-
day and Saturday. The center
is closed Sundays.

Location, contact
Located at 1901 U.S. 60 E.,
Marion, Ky. Call (270) 965-
0892.

Recycling
Bins are available for paper,
cardboard, glass, steel/metal
and plastic. Electronics may
be recycled, but there is a fee
for disposal.

Cleanup days
The county offers free
dumping days in the spring
and fall when the center ac-
cepts at no charge furniture,
appliances and a variety of
other items. Every-day trash
is not included for free. The
spring days were last week.
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Organization can help home-
owners transform their homes
into less cramped, more spa-
cious oases without forcing
them to finance potentially ex-
pensive expansion projects.

Homeowners who park in
their driveways may find that
their garages have become
crowded, cluttered spaces in
which searching for tools can
feel like scouring a haystack in
search of a needle. Organizing a
garage can create extra room in
a home while affording home-
owners the chance to protect
their vehicles from the ele-
ments. Homeowners who want
to turn their garages into some-
thing more than cluttered stor-
age units can employ the
following strategies to transform
these largely overlooked areas
into more valuable spaces.

- Choose the right day.
Garages tend to be separate
from the rest of the homes
they’re a part of, meaning the
only way to organize a garage is
to first remove all items from
the garage and into the drive-
way. Because items removed
from the garage will be ex-
posed to the elements, home-
owners should choose a day

that’s temperate and sunny to
clean their garages. If possible,
homeowners should opt to or-
ganize their garages in late
spring, summer or early fall
when there are additional
hours of daylight. This protects
homeowners from having to
work in the dark should the job
take longer than they initially
anticipated.

- Discard or donate dupli-
cate items. Duplicate items are
some of the main culprits be-
hind cluttered garages. As
garages gradually become
more cluttered, homeowners
may buy tools they already
have simply because they can-
not find their original tools.
When organizing the garage,
create separate piles for dupli-
cate tools, placing still-useful
items in a pile that can be do-
nated to neighbors, local chari-
ties or organizations and
another pile for old tools that
are no longer useful. 

- Host a garage sale. Home-
owners who want to organize
their garages and make a buck
at the same time can host
garage sales. Make only those
items that are still functional
available for purchase, and let
neighbors and bargain hunters

do the bulk of your organiza-
tion work for you.

- Designate areas of the
garage for certain items. Once
the items that won’t be going
back into the garage have been
sold, donated or discarded, or-
ganize the garage by designat-
ing areas for  certain items,
making sure to separate items
that can pose safety risks. For
example, store kids’ bicycles
and outdoor toys in a corner of
the garage that is opposite the
corner where potentially dan-
gerous items such as power
tools and gas cans will be
stored. Keep the center of the
garage open for vehicles. 

- Periodically park cars in
the garage. Homeowners who
are comfortable parking their
vehicles in their driveways can
improve their chances of main-
taining organized garages over
the long haul by periodically
parking in the garage. Doing so
not only prevents the gradual
buildup of clutter that can
slowly take over a garage, but
also protects homeowners’ au-
tomotive investments.

Maintaining an organized
garage can help homeowners
make more practical use of the
space in their homes.

Organized garage
more functional

Lofty goals best kept in check
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Nearly everyone has experi-
enced a sticking door that just
will not close properly. This
problem may become more no-
ticeable when temperatures rise
and humidity contributes to the
swelling of wood doors and
frames. 

According to The Family
Handyman, a home improve-
ment resource, the standard
remedy for alleviating a sticking
door is to remove the door and
pare down the edges that are
rubbing so that the door will
once again swing freely. While

this can solve the problem, it can
be a hassle, as it requires refin-
ishing the pared-down edge and
rehanging the door. Try these
shortcuts first before creating
more work than might be nec-
essary.

- Identify the problem area
and rub it with a dry bar of
soap. This should reduce fric-
tion and allow the door to close
more easily.

- Remove humidity with a
dehumidifier or by running an
air conditioning unit.

- Check for loose hinges or
sagging around the hinge.

Tighten the fasteners to sure up
the door and create better
alignment.

- Spray the hinges with lu-
bricant if you suspect sticking
is originating because of
squeaky hinges.

- Look for obstructions at
the bottom of the door. Is the
door dragging on carpeting or
being caught on something on
the floor? It may be a matter of
simply clearing away the ob-
struction.

Close the gap
Sticking doors increase with temps
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Homeowners often aspire to
have attractive backyards that
look like they belong in a mag-
azine. While these can be pic-
turesque and functional for
adults, they may not be entirely
practical for homeowners who
have young children, especially
when the majority of the yard
is covered with paving stones
or concrete.

When young children are
part of a household, homeown-
ers may benefit by designing
yards that are both functional
and fun. Incorporating safe play
areas for kids is one way to un-
lock the potential of both big
and small backyards.

As children run off to enjoy
a playground, safety is the last
thing on their minds. Kids are
most interested in scaling lad-
ders to treehouses or coasting
down slides. That’s why adults
must take it upon themselves
to keep injury prevention in
mind. 

SafestPlayground.com indi-
cates that playground-related
injuries routinely result in se-
vere fractures, internal injuries,
concussions, and dislocations.
In the majority of playground
injuries to children younger
than age 5, the head and face
are affected. Children between
the ages of 5 and 9 experience
more leg and arm injuries than
younger kids. The Consumer
Product Safety Commission
states 70 percent of children’s
injuries occur on home play-
grounds. More than 28,000
children are injured each year
on playgrounds across Canada,
according to Parachute, a na-
tional injury prevention organ-
ization. 

When considering play-
ground equipment for the yard,
parents need to make safety a
priority. The Canada Safety So-
ciety advises parents to follow
the “5 S’s of Playground
Safety”: Surface, structures,
site, supervision, and safety.

SURFACE
Parents should assume that

children will fall. To lessen the

blow of falls, choose play-
ground equipment with a
perimeter of six feet of a softer
surface, such as sand, pea
gravel, rubber pieces or wood
chips. This material should be
between six and 12 inches
deep.

STRUCTURE
The structure of the play

equipment should be built
from sturdy materials. Pres-
sure-treated lumber was once
the standard, but it’s not ad-
viseable for kids’ playgrounds,
as the chemicals used in the
lumber can leach and young
children may actually bite or
pick at the wood. Use cedar or
another wood that resists
decay. Once the structure is
built, inspect it frequently for
damage.

SITE
Look around the landscape

for an ideal place to locate the
playset. There should be no ob-
stacles that children can hit
while sliding or swinging.
Avoid overhanging branches
and do not place equipment
too close to trees or fencing. Try
to keep the set out of direct
sunlight, which can make com-
ponents heat up and scald
young bodies.

SUPERVISION
Do not leave children alone

while they are playing. Prevent
children from using the playset
in an incorrect manner.

SAFETY
Follow the directions for in-

stallation. Make sure all posts
are anchored into the ground
securely. Railings should be
spaced so that children cannot
get stuck between them. Check
that metal components have
not rusted and that there is no
additional excessive wear. Be
sure that no tools or other dan-
gerous items are left around
the yard.

Backyard playgrounds
should be built with safety in
mind. Learn the rules of play
equipment and yard safety.

Backyard play
area should be
safe, enjoyable

METRO SERVICES

Backyard playgrounds should be built with safety in mind.
Learn the rules of play equipment and yard safety.
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Warmer days are
here and what better
way to spend them
than … cleaning? Al-
though enjoying the
great outdoors is
probably high on
many a to-do list
come spring, by the
end of winter, homes
can probably do with a
much-needed overhaul.

Owners and renters can rely
on  temperate days to throw
open the windows and en-
gage in some easy spring-
cleaning projects. The
earlier one begins spring
cleaning, the more quickly
he or she will be able to

head outside and bask in the
warm spring sun.

Spring cleaning tasks can be
stretched out across several days
to make the jobs more manage-
able. While certain spring clean-
ing tasks can be time-consuming,
many projects can be started and
completed in 30 minutes or less.

LOOK UP
Start by looking up at ceilings,

molding and ceiling fans.
Chances are strong that some
cobwebs and dust have formed
in these areas. Always begin
cleaning by working from the top
downward so you don’t have to
clean any tables countertops or
floors twice. Static-charged dust-
ing cloths work well to catch and
contain dust. Use a pillowcase on
ceiling fan blades to clear the
dust and keep it from cascading
to the floor. 

BLINDS AND CURTAINS
Heavy window treatments

can be removed and replaced
with more gauzy fabrics. This lets
in more light and warmth from
the sun. Many curtains can be
freshened up right in the laundry,
but blinds may require a bit more
effort. If the blinds can be
snapped out of the brackets,
place them in a tub full of vine-
gar, dish soap and water. Allow
them to soak and then rinse with
the shower nozzle. Stationary
blinds can be cleaned with using
an old sock over your hand
dipped in a vinegar-and-water
solution.

CHANGE LINENS
Remove and launder bed

linens. While the linens are in
the wash, thoroughly dust all

furniture and vacuum the car-
pets. Move furniture so you can
reach areas where dust gathers,
such as under the bed or dresser.

GROUT CLEANER
Grade school science lessons

can be put to use as you look to
remove stubborn dirt. Combin-
ing baking soda and vinegar pro-
duces a reaction that causes the
formation of gassy bubbles.
These bubbles can help to break
up dirt that clings to crevices,
such as grout between tiles.
Some light scrubbing and then
subsequent rinsing can rid sur-
faces of hard-to-remove dirt.

VENT INTAKES
Many houses are heated by

forced-air systems. The air intake
vents can become clogged with

dust and other debris. Vacuum
these vents so that air flow is not
impeded. Let the heat run for a
few minutes to catch any small
particles that become dislodged,
and then change the furnace fil-
ter.

REFRIGERATOR
Now is a great time to remove

any of those mystery containers
growing fuzzy experiments in
the back of the refrigerator. Take
the food out of the refrigerator
and use a food-safe cleaner to
scour the shelves and inside of
crisper drawers.

Spring cleaning is a necessary
task, but it doesn’t have to be a
headache. Break up the work
into manageable chunks of time,
and projects won’t feel like such
a hassle.
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RB BUILDING
Complete Interior • Exterior

Home Improvement & Repairs
RANDY BOOK

219-743-3767
Local References Available • Free Estimates

Williams HVAC
“Hometown service from a hometown boy”

David Williams - Owner/Operator

RESIDENTIAL 
HEATING & COOLING

Crittenden & Livingston Only
506 SR 723 S., Marion, KY

(270) 965-3070 or (270) 704-3369
Masters #05294

Commercial and 
Residential Pest Control.

Termite Treatments of 
Spot & Pre-Treatment

Over 30 Years of Service
For Free Estimates Call

Del Brantley’sDel Brantley’s
PEST CONTROLPEST CONTROL

(270) 988-2422 or (270) 836-0649
NPMA and KPC Member

TINSLEY
Electrical Service
P.O. Box 502 • Salem, KY 42078
(270) 988-2638 • 559-5904

Residential/Commercial Wiring
Mobile Home

Service Installations
- No Job Too Small -
Over 30 Years Experience

Call Us For All Of 
Your Electrical Needs

Larry Tinsley, Owner
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When the time comes to
Decks add character and func-
tionality to a home, increasing
outdoor entertaining space and
oftentimes improving the resale
value of a home. Homeowners
have various options when
choosing decking materials, but
one such option, composite
decking, is growing in popular-
ity.

Decks used to primarily be
made from pressure-treated
lumber. While lumber remains
a popular material, more and
more homeowners are opting
for composite decking products.
As anyone who has pressure-
washed, stained and sealed
wood decks can attest, such
spaces require lots of upkeep to
look new year after year. Com-
posite decks require much less
maintenance, making them
highly attractive to homeowners
who would rather spend time
using their decks instead of
maintaining them.

Composite decking is any
type of decking material that is
formulated from different recy-

cled materials. The majority of
these materials include hard
plastic and wood shavings of
pulp. Unlike wood, which can
fade, crack and rot, composite
decking, which has been avail-
able for roughly a decade, does
not degrade quickly and re-
quires very little upkeep. 

Available in a variety of wood
colors to match outdoor decor,
composite decks also can fea-
ture artificial wood grains to
make them look similar to wood
planks. Although composite
decks are not completely imper-
vious to the elements, with
some occasional washing to im-
pede mold growth and new
technology that has improved
stain-resistance, many of the
pitfalls of other materials can be
avoided with composite decks.

Composite decking fits in
with eco-friendly lifestyles. The
planks are made from recycled
materials that would normally
end up in landfills. Products
from Trex, a popular composite
decking manufacturer, are made
from 1.5 million shopping bags
and wood mill waste. As com-

posite decks do not rot away and
are long-lasting, they will not
need to be replaced frequently,
which is another eco-friendly
benefit. 

When comparing composite
decking brands, look mainly at
the colors, materials used in the
composition and the fastening
systems. Many are fastened with
regular deck screws, offers This
Old House. The newer systems
have channels for hidden fasten-
ing, and the composite deck tiles
snap into place. 

Composite decks do have a
few drawbacks. They can be ex-
pensive — nearly double the ini-
tial cost of wood decks. And
although they don’t rot, com-
posite planks can scratch. With-
out refinishing, damaged boards
will need to be replaced. Harsh
chemicals may fade color and
damage the composite materi-
als, so caution is needed.

Composite decking remains
an in-demand choice for out-
door spaces. Low-maintenance
and long-lasting, these decks
have quickly become favorites
among homeowners.

Composite decking can mimic wood, reduce maintenance
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Composite decking can mimic the look of wood, but requires much less maintenance.

Warm weather brings spring cleaning 
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Replacing old windows is
often a worthwhile investment
for homeowners. Energy-effi-
cient windows can prevent
heating and cooling loss and
keep homes more comfortable
throughout the year. Such win-
dows also can improve a
home’s resale value, proving a
good return on investment for
homeowners who want to up-
grade their homes before put-
ting them on the market. 

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Energy, home-
owners might find it more
cost-effective to replace very
old and/or inefficient windows
to improve their energy effi-
ciency. Such an upgrade can
save homeowners substantial
amounts of money on heating
and cooling costs.

Window replacement proj-
ects can be costly, so it pays to
get the job right the first time.
Before beginning a window re-
placement project, homeown-
ers should research which
windows will meet their spe-
cific needs, learning the sub-
tleties between finishes and
features, as well as comparing
prices for the windows and in-
stallation.

TIMING
The best time of year to

plan window replacement is

when the weather will be
warm, ideally in the spring or
early summer. However,
homeowners do not want con-
ditions to be too warm, as each
room where new windows
will be installed will tem-
porarily be exposed to the ele-
ments. Furthermore, caulk
adheres better in warmer
weather and will dispense eas-
ily.

FEATURES
When replacing windows,

homeowners may want to in-
stall the same style windows
they currently have. But the
problems that led to the need
to replace windows may still
exist even when new windows
are installed. When replacing
windows, consider energy
performance ratings based on
the locations of the windows
in the house. To make sure
they make the most educated
decision, homeowners can in-
vestigate the solar heat gain
coefficient, U-factor, visible
transmittance and light-to-
solar gain. Explanations of
these ratings are available at
Energy.gov.

MAINTENANCE
Maintenance costs involved

with cleaning, repairs and
painting can add up. When
shopping for windows, con-

sider the amount of mainte-
nance they will need. Wood-
framed windows may require
more upkeep than aluminum,
fiberglass or vinyl. Also, con-
sider if certain window types,
such as double-hung win-
dows, casement windows,
awning windows, or slider
windows, would be practical.

STYLE
A poor match between

windows and the style of the
home can produce unwanted
changes in the appearance of
the home. Replacement win-
dows should match the style
and appearance desired.

MINIMAL DISRUPTION
When homeowners hire

professionals who are good at
their craft, window replace-
ment projects should not be a
terrible inconvenience. Ac-
cording to American Window
Products Inc., seasoned profes-
sionals will be able to com-
plete a replacement window
upgrade in a short amount of
time depending on the size of
the home and the number of
windows being replaced.

Replacing windows can be
a costly task, but one that will
provide a more energy effi-
cient home that can help
homeowners save money in
the long run.

Replacing old windows
worthwhile investment
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When the time comes to
choose flooring for their homes,
homeowners may be over-
whelmed by the vast array of
options at their disposal. The
choice between carpet and
hardwood flooring, laminate or
tile is a matter of personal pref-
erence. People have long ex-
tolled the virtues of hardwood
flooring, but carpeting can be
just as stylish and provides a
host of other benefits as well.

Carpeting insulates rooms in
the summer and winter, adding
that extra level of protection
against the elements. Carpeting
also absorbs sound in a home.
Many appreciate the warmth
and cozy feeling of carpet, es-
pecially when stepping out of
bed. Carpeting also can in-
crease the level of safety at
home. According to the Carpet
and Rug Institute, carpeting
makes areas of play safer and
may also reduce the severity of
an injury in the event of a fall.

Today, there are many dif-
ferent types of carpeting avail-
able. Selecting the right
carpeting for a room comes
down to identifying the level of
traffic in a particular room, the
attributes homeowners would
like the carpet to have and any
other needs that fit with their
lifestyles. The following guide-
lines can make carpet shopping
a bit easier.

TYPE OF CARPETING
There are many different

types of carpeting, some of
which are best suited to certain
situations. For example, plush
and saxony carpets are better in
low-traffic areas. These carpets

may show footprints and also
vacuum tracks and dirt, but
they’re higher on the comfort
spectrum than other types of
carpet. Berber, which is more
flat and dense, helps mask
stains and tracks. It is durable in
high-traffic areas. Textured car-
pets like frieze are cut from
fibers of different heights, so
they mask stains and are also
softer on the feet than berber. 

PADDING
Padding can impact the way

carpeting feels and how long it
lasts. It isn’t always necessary to
purchase the most expensive
or thickest padding. However, it
is wise to pick a pad that
matches the type of carpeting
you’re selecting and one that
aligns with how you plan to use
the room. You may be able to go
with a thinner pad in low-traf-
fic rooms and beneath dense

carpeting like berber. In high-
traffic rooms, choose a thicker,
more durable padding. Padding
prevents carpet backing and
fibers from coming apart over
time. It pays to invest in a
padding that will last as well.

INSTALLATION
Select a reliable carpet re-

tailer and installer for your
business. Competent installers
will lay the carpeting in the
correct manner so that it will
look beautiful and maintain its
durability for the life of the
product. Shop around to find
the right installer or even do
the work yourself if you feel ca-
pable.

Take time when shopping
for carpeting, which is a sub-
stantial investment that can
last for many years if the right
material is chosen and installed
correctly.

Numerous factors should 
be considered with carpet
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When the time comes to choose flooring for their homes,
homeowners may be overwhelmed by the vast array of op-
tions at their disposal. 

METRO SERVICES

It’s remodeling season, and
with so many projects on the
to-do list, which should you
tackle first? While some proj-
ects provide great long-term
return on investment, a few
simple ones can provide in-
stant savings. Here are the top
home spring projects to help
you save money:

- Caulk around windows
and doors: Stop air leaks
around your home by sealing
existing gaps and cracks. Use
caulking or weather stripping
around doors and windows.
Installing a door sweep is also
a good idea. 

- Insulate your home: Use
insulation with a high R-value
which can be used to top up

insulation in your attic. Aim
for an R-value of 50 or a depth
of 16 inches. For whole home
efficiency, ensure other areas
of your home, such as crawl
spaces, basement headers,
walls and ceilings, are well in-
sulated. It will keep your
house cool in the warm
weather and take the stress
off your air conditioning unit.

- Clean your AC unit: Come
spring, it’s not uncommon to
find an air conditioner’s con-
denser and compressor
blocked up with dirt and de-
bris. This can result in greater
stress on the unit, causing it
to work harder. Giving it a
thorough cleaning is easy and
can help maximize your AC
unit’s service life while mini-

mizing your energy bill.
- Plant trees: Direct sun-

light can heat up surfaces and
building materials, as well as
the interior temperature of
your home. Consider planting
trees in strategic locations to
provide shade and reduce
cooling costs.

- Install a rain barrel:
Water is an important, but
costly resource. Installing a
rain barrel is an easy and af-
fordable measure to reduce
your water consumption,
while keeping your lawn and
garden looking great.

These simple home mainte-
nance tasks can be well worth
the effort, potentially provid-
ing hundreds of dollars in an-
nual savings.

Five simple projects can help
save property owners money
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7561 S.R. 91 North, Marion, Ky.
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A clean home interior can
make a strong first impression
on prospective buyers, but only
if that home is accompanied by
pleasant scents. Odors can
make a strong impact on buy-
ers’ perceptions of a home, in-
cluding its level of cleanliness
and upkeep. 
Although dirt and other

grime can contribute to the
odor of a home, additional cul-
prits can contribute to foul
smells as well. Everything from
pets to the foods cooked in the
kitchen to the hidden presence
of mold can impact air quality
and odor inside a home. Fortu-
nately, there are ways to rem-
edy stinky problems and come
away with sweet-smelling so-
lutions.
It’s important for homeown-

ers to realize that foul air inside
a home can be the result of
poor indoor air quality — which
can be a health hazard. The
United States Environmental
Protection Agency ranks indoor
air quality as a top five environ-
mental risk to public health.
EPA studies found indoor air
pollutants were generally two
to five times greater than out-
door pollution levels. In some
cases, indoor air pollution was
100 times greater. The United
States Consumer Product Safety
Commission says the following
can contribute to poor indoor
air quality and also to some in-
terior odors: combustion

sources; tobacco products;
building materials and furnish-
ings; wet or damp carpet; cabi-
netry or furniture made of
certain pressed wood products;
products for household clean-
ing and maintenance and even
outdoor sources such as radon,
pesticides and outdoor air pol-
lution.
So how does one remedy

poor indoor air quality and
odors inside a home? These tips
can improve conditions.
- Ensure adequate ventila-

tion. Open windows and doors
when weather permits to
eliminate the concentration of
pollutants and help air out
odors. Use exhaust fans in
kitchens and baths to pull in-
door air to the outside.
- Invest in an air filter. A

high-efficiency particulate air
filter will force air through a
fine mesh and trap harmful
particles, such as pet dander,
smoke, pollen, and dust mites,
that can build up in a home.
Remember to change the filter
regularly.
- Increase the number of

plants. Plants can brighten in-
terior spaces, and they’re also
remarkable at cleaning indoor
air. The Clean Air Study con-
ducted by NASA set out to find
out the best way to clean the
air in space stations. The asso-
ciation found that the Boston
fern, spider plant, Chinese
evergreen, weeping fig, varie-
gated snake plant, and English

ivy, among many other plants,
were ideal for filtering air and
removing harmful contami-
nants. 
- Ditch disposal odors. Food

can become trapped and de-
compose in garbage disposals.
Cut citrus fruit into chunks
and drop them into a running
disposal to remove many
odors.
- Air out the washer. New

washing machines have tight
seals and gaskets that do not
allow air to penetrate (or
water to leak out). Mildew can
grow as a result. Leave the
washer door open after a
round of laundry to let things
dry and air out.
- Tame pet odors. Pets con-

tribute heavily to odor in a
home. Wet dog smells are
prevalent on rainy days, while
cat litter boxes can pack a pun-
gent punch. Cleanliness can
cut down on smells. Use acti-
vated charcoal in litter prod-
ucts to tame smells and empty
the litter box frequently. Make
sure dogs are dried off thor-
oughly when coming in from
the rain, and use a deodorizing
spray on pet fur. Regular
grooming can help as well.
Odors in a home can be em-

barrassing and set a poor tone
when inviting company over or
showcasing a home for
prospective buyers. Keep odors
at bay by identifying the
sources of smells and taking ac-
tion.

What’s that smell?
Home odor remedies don’t have to mean
kicking out Rover; simple efforts effective

METRO SERVICES

The invisible systems in a
home often are taken for
granted. When such systems are
working as expected, daily life
moves along smoothly. How-
ever, when a system goes awry,
it can negatively impact rou-
tines and may create a danger-
ous home environment. This is
especially true when something
goes wrong with a home’s elec-
trical system. 
Faulty wiring is a

leading cause of res-
idential fires. Many
homeowners, par-
ticularly those who
live in older homes,
might be living in
properties that have
outdated electrical
systems. The ex-
perts at Lowes ProS-
ervices state that
having old wiring
and/or insufficient
amperage in a house
can endanger resi-
dents. It also may
damage appliances
and make it difficult
to sell a property in the future.
It can be difficult to gauge

exactly when to overhaul an
electrical system. Unless circuits
routinely trip or lights often
dim, homeowners may put off
the work. But degrading wires
or overextended circuitry can
pose a fire risk, so it is best to
address electrical systems
promptly.
Home inspections may un-

cover electrical problems. Some
homeowners may discover po-
tential trouble while making
renovations that require open-
ing up walls or tearing them
down, exposing the wires. Still
other homeowners learn about
electrical systems when they’re
adding new, large appliances or
other gadgets that consume
more power than existing
items. These devices may con-
tinually cause power outages in
the house, such as tripping the
circuit breaker or popping a
fuse.
When it comes time to up-

date the electrical system, it is
always best to work with li-
censed and bonded electricians

who have the expertise to work
with electrical wiring without
getting injured. This is not a do-
it-yourself type of job since it
requires specialized training. 
Electricians likely will rec-

ommend upgrading the electri-
cal panel to bring more power
from the utility poles into the
home. This can include replac-
ing the existing meter and cir-
cuit breaker box to allow it to

handle more power
or replacing items
that are obsolete or
dangerous. 
Many older

homes are only ca-
pable of handling a
minimum number
of amps, utilizing
just a few circuits.
But nowadays,
when homeowners
have far more elec-
tronics in their
homes than they
once did, increased
demand on electric-
ity can overload a
circuit (all of the
outlets linked on

one wire). Tripping a circuit
breaker is a safety measure to
prevent the wire from becom-
ing overheated and causing a
fire. However, in some old sys-
tems, the circuit breaker will not
trip, and this can be problem-
atic.
Rewiring a home is another

step. Wire insulation can dete-
riorate over time, and new
wires may be needed. This can
be messy and time-consuming,
but it’s a small price to pay for
safety. When rewiring an elec-
trician also may suggest new
outlets. Many home building
codes now require outlets with
ground fault interruptors, or
GFIs, in kitchens, bathrooms
and other rooms exposed to
moisture. Some older homes
may not even have three-
pronged outlets, so this will ne-
cessitate an update as well.
Electrical systems are the

heart of a home, delivering
power where it is needed. It is
essential to keep such systems
up-to-date so they can handle
the power demands of everyday
life.

Shock & awe!
Now could be time to update 
electrical system in your home

Electrical 

systems are the

heart of a home,

delivering power

where it is

needed. It is es-

sential to keep

such systems

up-to-date so

they can handle

the power de-

mands of every-

day life.

Garden
good as
gym for
exercise
METRO SERVICES
If you think that the only

way to exercise and burn
calories involves gym
equipment, think again.
Yard work can be just as
challenging as a thorough
aerobics workout at a
nearby fitness club. 
To reap the greatest ben-

efits, gardeners should use
as little motorized machin-
ery as possible. Manual
tools will get you moving
and can burn a substantial
amount of calories. Try to
vary positions and alternate
which hands you use to re-
duce strain and get an even
workout. 
Fitness experts say that

gardening can improve
strength, increase en-
durance and assist with
flexibility. According to a
report in the UK publication
The Telegraph, clearing a
pond or weeding can burn
some 300 calories in an
hour. Forty-five minutes
worth of gardening can
burn as many calories as 30
minutes of aerobics.
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Tommy Wright, Owner

Phone (270) 965-2605
Cell (270) 704-0576

Insulation
Wright’s 

ALL TYPES OF
INSULATION:

Cellulose • Fiberglass • Foam

FREE ESTIMATES
Experienced & Insured 

Residential • Commercial
New & Existing Homes

112 Outlet Ave., Eddyville, KY
(270) 388-0001

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

NEW STOCK of
Area Rugs, Carpet & Vinyl Remnants

PermaStone
Hardwood, Laminate & Carpet

COME WATCH US GROW!
818 Hwy. 60 East • P.O. Box 363

Morganfield, KY 42437
(270) 389-0980
(270) 389-2485
Fax (270) 389-0946

Bruce E. Danhauer
Mark J. Danhauer
Bryce J. Danhauer

Bulk Mulch &
Landscape Rock

Friendly Service With 
Over 25 Years Experience

Eddyville, KY • (270) 388-5745
Monday - Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Mirrors
Shower Doors

Awnings
Storm Windows & Screen Repair

Replacement Glass
And Much More

First Choice 
Finance. Co.

Providence, KY
2111 Westerfield Dr.

270-667-9389

Fix Up, Clean Up,
Paint Up

If you need extra cash for home 
improvements, give us a call.

STAFF REPORT

The Kentucky Department
for Public Health (DPH),
within the Cabinet for Health
and Family Services (CHFS), is
helping to spread the word
about the important role the
environment plays in your
health. DPH encourages Ken-
tuckians to learn more about
the potential health effects of
radon exposure and how to
check your home for this po-
tentially dangerous gas.

“Radon is the second lead-
ing cause of lung cancer next
to smoking and is prevalent in
many areas of Kentucky," said
CHFS Secretary Vickie Yates
Brown Glisson. "It’s time we
all learned a little more about
radon, how to detect it in our
home and what can be done if
levels are elevated.”

Radon occurs naturally in
the environment and can be
found in rocks such as granite
and limestone. An odorless,
colorless, tasteless gas, radon
produces radioactive energy
when it decays.

Many Kentucky counties

contain radon levels in excess
of what is considered by to be
safe. In Jefferson County, for
example, data indicate more
than 49 percent of homes con-
tain elevated radon levels and
in Fayette County, more than
55 percent of homes contain
elevated radon levels.

“There is no way to know if
your house has high levels of
radon unless you get your
house tested,” said Rebecca
Gillis, director of the Division
of Public Health Protection
and Safety. “The good news is
that radon levels in a home
can be dramatically reduced
or even eliminated.”

More information about
radon levels across the state is
available at Kentucky Enviro-
HealthLink, a website desig-
nated to exploring how the
environment affects health.
The website includes a Radon
Testing Map for the Common-
wealth.

“Because of the ways that
radon and tobacco smoke
damage the lungs, high radon
levels are especially danger-

ous for people who smoke,”
said Janie Cambron, program
manager for Kentucky Env-
iorHelathLInk. “Your environ-
ment matters, especially in
the case of radon.  Smokers
who live in homes with high
radon levels have a risk of
lung cancer that’s 10 times
higher than nonsmokers who
live in homes with high radon
levels.”

According to the U.S. Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency
(EPA), which supports DPH’s
Radon Program through a fed-
eral grant award, elevated
radon levels in  homes are
common. In fact, an estimated
1 in 15 homes in the U.S. have
high radon levels.

“Living in a home with high
radon levels can be dangerous
for your health. Radon is esti-
mated to cause more than
20,000 deaths each year in the
U.S.,” said Clay Hardwick, co-
ordinator for Kentucky’s
Radon Program.

Radon builds up in homes
over time and cannot be seen,
tasted, or smelled. The only
way to know if radon levels
are elevated is to test, which is
simple to complete and inex-
pensive. Test kits are available

for free through several local
health departments through-
out the state, as well as
through the Kentucky Radon
program by calling (502) 564-
4856. 

Homeowners can test their
homes with a simple kit.
Radon reduction can be done
with the help of a licensed
radon mitigation contractor.

Getting your home tested
and quitting smoking are key.
Quit Now Kentucky (1-800-
784-8669) is a free resource
available to help citizens quit
smoking or using tobacco
products, with many person-
alized materials, including
text messaging, online web-
sites, and more. 

For more information on
radon, radon testing and miti-
gation or to order a test kit on-
line, visit Kentucky’s Radon
Program website.

The Kentucky Radon Pro-
gram focuses education ef-
forts through a coalition of
county health departments,
universities, and non-profit
organizations to increase
awareness about radon testing
and mitigation in efforts to re-
duce lung cancer incidence in
Kentucky.

Radon 2nd only to smoking
in cause of Ky. lung cancer

:
Find more on Kentucky’s Radon Program website at
CHFS.ky.gov/dph/info/phps/radongas.htm.

STAFF REPORT

Kentucky Health officials
are calling on homeowners to
help control mosquitoes by
eliminating standing water
from containers that can col-
lect rainwater where insects
breed.

“Everyone needs to do their
part to help reduce the mos-
quito population,” said Hiram
Polk Jr., MD, Kentucky Depart-
ment for Public Health com-
missioner. “As we are out in
the garden getting ready for
the growing season or after a
rain shower, spend a moment
or two thinking about other
potential breeding areas for
mosquitoes. Walk around your
yard once a week or after a
rain shower to see if there are
any containers holding water
and drain them.”

Female mosquitoes need
only a teaspoon of water in
which to lay eggs; can become
an adult mosquito in just
seven days; and have a lifes-
pan of about two weeks. Mos-
quitoes will lay eggs in almost
anything such as a bottle cap,
a candy wrapper, folds of a
plastic tarp or downspout, dis-
carded tires, children’s toys or
the seat of a riding lawn
mower. Mosquitoes lay eggs
on the walls of water-filled
containers and the eggs stick
like glue and remain attached
until they are scrubbed off.
The eggs can survive when

they dry out up to 8 months.
Once a week, empty and scrub,
turn over, cover or throw out
containers that can hold water.

Common household items
that can be a home for mos-
quito larvae include buckets,
garbage cans, tires, tarps, gut-
ters and flexible downspout
extensions, decks and porches,
kiddie pools and pool covers,
sand boxes, wagons and big
plastic toys, planter saucers or
planters without drainage
holes, wheelbarrows, watering
cans, bird baths, decorative
ponds without fish and un-
screened water barrels.

If you cannot eliminate or
drain a breeding ground be-
cause it is too heavy to move,
consider using a larvacide such
as mosquito dunks containing
a biological larvacide.

For more information about
the mosquito proofing your
yard to reduce mosquito pop-
ulations, see this video featur-
ing Dr. Anna Yaffee, CDC
Epidemic Intelligence Service
Officer, Kentucky Department
for Public Health.

For further information
visit the DPH website
http://healthalerts.ky.gov/Pag
es/default.aspx or the CDC
website at www.cdc.gov/zika.
Be sure to follow KY-
HealthAlerts on Twitter and
DPH’s Zika mascot, Marty
Mosquito, on Instagram,
@martymosquito.

Mosquito control
urged in Kentucky

:
More on mosquito control from the Department for 
Public Health at HealthAlerts.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx.
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According to Bank of
America, a home equity line
of credit, or HELOC, is a line
of credit secured by a home-
owner’s home. 

The HELOC is a
revolving credit
line, which
means it al-
lows home-
owners to
borrow up
to the credit
limit amount
and re-borrow
in repeated
transactions once
the outstanding bal-
ance has been repaid. A
HELOC may have a lower in-
terest rate than other types
of loans, and BoA notes that
interest paid on a HELOC is
often tax-deductible. 

Not every homeowner is
eligible for a HELOC. To be el-
igible, homeowners must
have available equity in their
homes. That means the

amount they owe on their
homes must be less than the
value of the home. Before ap-
plying for a HELOC, home-
owners should know that

just because they
were approved
for a mortgage
does not
mean they
will be ap-
proved for a
H E L O C .
Lenders will
e x a m i n e

many of the
same variables,

including credit
score, monthly income

and employment history,
when weighing whether or
not to approve a HELOC. 

Homeowners whose em-
ployment situations have
changed or whose credit
scores have dipped may
want to wait to apply for a
HELOC until they can make
their applications more at-
tractive.

Did you know? 
HELOC can offer credit options
to owners with equity in home
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Although it’s virtually im-
possible to count them, insects
are the most diverse group of
organisms on the planet. Nine
hundred thousand different
kinds of insects are known to
exist. At any given time, it is es-
timated that there are around
10 quintillion individual in-
sects living.

Gardeners grow frustrated
when seeing their gardens in-
fested with insects. In an effort
to restore their gardens, home-
owners might be tempted to
eradicate any bug that moves
in their yards. But gardeners
would be wise to first learn
which insects are hurting their
gardens and which can actu-
ally help gardens in the long
run.

HARMFUL
Certain insects can be dan-

gerous to animals and plants.
The following are a handful of
insects that can threaten the
vitality of gardens.

- Aphids: These insects
suck on the juice needed to
sustain plants, particularly
when they congregate.

- Bald-faced hornet: Hor-
nets tend to be an aggressive
species that can sting repeat-
edly. Should you find a nest
near an entertaining space or
garden, it can cause trouble.

- Carpenter ants: These
ants will burrow into wood
causing damage. They may
compromise any wooden
structure in and around a
home.

- Locusts: Various species

of locust can damage plants
and crops due to their vora-
cious appetites.

- Treehoppers: These
small, green insects mimic the
look of leaves, and their ap-
petites can affect crops and
gardens.

- Red pavement ant: As
they feed on all manner of
human food, these ants can
quickly overtake areas with
their staggering numbers and
deliver painful bites.

- Grasshoppers: Certain
grasshoppers, like the red-
legged grasshopper, can deci-
mate food crops and transfer
parasites to birds when eaten
as prey.

- Caterpillars: Many cater-

pillars, the precursor to adult
moths, will feed constantly on
leaves, stems and other parts
of plants. The tobacco horn-
worm moth caterpillar can
damage potato and tomato
plants.

HELPFUL
Plants depend on insects to

transfer pollen as they forage,
and many insects are quite
beneficial to have around.
While some pollinate, others
are predators of other pests.

- Antlion: A foe of ants,
they’ll help eat and control
ant populations and pollinate
flowers. They pose no threat
to humans, either.

- Big dipper firefly: These
colorful insects feast on earth-
worms, slugs and snails dur-
ing the larval stage. Fireflies
add drama to evening gardens
with their twinkling lights.

- Garden spiders: Although
some spiders can be ven-
omous, many are quite handy
to have around the garden.
They’ll help control pest pop-
ulations that can damage
plants and crops.

- Dragonflies: These arial
artists that zip around the
yard are consuming smaller
insects that would otherwise
pester plants and humans.

- Blue-winged wasp: This
wasp attacks the larvae of
Japanese beetles, helping to
control beetle populations.

- Bees and butterflies: But-
terflies and bees are some of
the best pollinators out there,
and each can add whimsy to
gardens.

Good, bad and ugly
Not all insects bad for your home, garden
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The return of warm
weather in the spring often
marks the return of animals
and insects as well. The spring
season is a popular time for in-
sects to mate and build nests.
This also may be a time when
homeowners see ant
“swarms” in or around their
homes. 

Ants and termites are social
creatures, and when their
colonies become too large, fly-
ing ants will spread out in
search of new territories and
to establish new queens. This
mobility may also be coupled
with an increasing number of
ants marching on the ground
and scaling walls. 

Although many species of
ants are harmless, homeown-
ers do not want to see ants in-
side their homes — especially
in large numbers. The follow-
ing strategies can help home-

owners address ant infesta-
tions this spring.

- Identify the type of ant
around your property. Con-
sult with online guides or
books to identify the species
of ant on your property.
Knowing which species of ant
is in or around your home can
help you address the problem

more effectively.
- Create a food trap. Ants

are attracted to various food
sources, such as fats, sweets
and proteins. Mixing a very
small amount of a food with
boric acid can help control
ant populations. Ants will
bring tainted food back to
their colonies and perish.

- Keep a clean house. Use
vinegar, soap and water to
clean areas where ants are
seen. Many leave a scent trail
of pheromones to tell others
where to go for a food source.

- Treat carpenter ants at
the source. Carpenter ants
will not bring back food to
the nest. Instead, sprinkle di-
atomaceous earth, or DE,
around outdoor nests to erad-
icate colonies.

- Work with an extermina-
tor. If home remedies do not
work, consult with a trained
exterminator.

Type of ant determines how
to effectively treat for control

Good

Bad

Ugly

The fire ant’s
range is begin-
ning to spread to
Kentucky
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Small
change

from page 1B
Save for finishing touches to the yard and
driveway, the exterior is complete, featur-
ing two sets of double doors to give it the
carriage house feel Patty Downey envi-
sioned. Clockwise from above, this antique
picture hanging inside the front door was
the inspiration for the entire construction
project; vintage license plates serve as a
back splash to the the Wheeling wash tubs
that serve as Downey’s kitchen sinks; and
an authentic barn door doubles as a feature
wall between the living and bedrooms. 

BEFORE

NOW

NOW

BEFORE
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Spring cleaning is an annual
rite of passage in many house-
holds. Because winter weather
tends to encourage people to
stay indoors more than they
would during other times of
the year, clutter can slowly but
surely accumulate in a home
over the course of a typical
winter. That makes spring
cleaning a necessity.

Few homeowners likely
enjoy spring cleaning. The
warm weather associated with
the arrival of spring makes
many people who have spent
the previous months indoors
less than enthusiastic about
spending a spring weekend in-
doors cleaning and clearing
away a season’s worth of clut-
ter. But homeowners who or-
ganize their spring cleaning
projects can ensure such ef-
forts take just a weekend or
less.

Enlist the whole family
Chances are everyone who

lives in the home can lay claim
to some of the dirt, grime and
clutter that built up over the
winter. So it only makes sense

that everyone then pitches in
to clean the home come
springtime. Parents and heads
of household can delegate
tasks to everyone, incentivizing
cooperation with the promise
of rewards if the cleaning is
completed in a single weekend. 

Clear your schedule
Another way for homeown-

ers to ensure their spring
cleaning projects are started
and finished in a single week-
end is to clear their schedules
for the entire weekend. Home-
owners who expect to spend
part of their day away from
home and still finish their
spring cleaning projects will
likely find the job unfinished
come Sunday night. When
planning a spring cleaning
weekend, schedule projects for
a weekend when you have no
prior commitments or plan far
enough in advance that you
can avoid making plans on a
given weekend. While it might
not make for the most eventful
weekend, it will greatly in-
crease your chances of getting
everything cleaned and cleared
out in two days.

Do your homework
Homeowners who want to

complete their spring cleaning
in a single weekend should do
their homework with regard
to finding local recycling cen-
ters or charitable organiza-
tions to whom they intend to
donate items. Many charitable
organizations will come to pri-
vate homes to pick up dona-
tions, but such pickups often
must be arranged in advance
rather than on the morning of
the day homeowners want
items to be taken away. In ad-
dition, if recycling will be a
part of your spring cleaning ef-
forts, familiarize yourself with
the weekend hours of nearby
recycling plants so you can
drop items off on your clean-
ing weekend instead of leaving
them lying around to be do-
nated later.

Spring cleaning might not
make for the most enjoyable
way for homeowners to spend
a weekend. But planning
ahead and making efficient
use of the time available to
them can help homeowners
tackle their spring cleaning
projects in a single weekend.

Many spring cleaning projects
can be tackled in single weekend
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POWER TOOLS  •  PAINT  •  PANELING
ROOFING • TRUSSES  • WINDOWS
PLUMBING  • DOORS • ELECTRICAL
HARDWARE  • LUMBER  • CABINETS

Visit Our Website! 
www.morganfieldhomecenter.com

Visit our 15,000 sq. ft. Show Room and 
Home Center located next to Walmart Supercenter.

Serving others as we like to be served! 
We’re helping you build toward a better future!

Your Lumber Company
925 U.S. Hwy 60 E., Morganfield, KY

270-389-3824

Morganfield 
Home Center

SHOP & SAVE ON 
LOW PRICES EVERYDAY!

New Rental Department
EXCAVATORS •  DITCH WITCHES • 12 INFLATABLES 

AND MANY, OTHER PRODUCTS AVAILABLE

531 Moore Street • Marion, Kentucky • (270) 965-3005
www.rileymachine.com

• Hand Rails & Gates
• Decorative Garden Accents
• Decorative Wrought Iron
• Welding & Fabrication To Meet Your Needs

Custom Iron Products

For the Do-It Yourself Projects
• Bolts, Nuts, Washers, All Thread & More
• Hardened Grade 8 Bolts
• Grade 5 Hardware By The Pound

• Fencing
• Tractors &
Implements

Sandblasting
and Painting

• Trailers
• Boats
• Wheels

METRO SERVICES

Plants need sunlight to
thrive and grow, but some need
less sunlight than others. Peo-
ple who find their landscapes
are less supportive to sun-lov-
ing plants can choose from a
variety of shade-tolerant plants,
shrubs and trees.

Shade tolerance refers to a
plant’s ability to withstand low
levels of light. Certain plants
have adapted this feature to
survive in the wild. Plants that
grow at the base of forest floors,
for example, will get less sun-
light than others outside of the
tree canopy. Such adaptations
enable a wide variety of foliage
to grow even though they are
not exposed to much sunlight.

While sun-loving plants
often have broad leaves and ex-
pend significant energy to cap-
ture sunlight for
photosynthesis, shade-tolerant
plants expend less energy and
tend to be more efficient con-
sumers of soil nutrients and
sunlight. 

Penn State Extension’s Plant
and Pests division says the
amount of shade a plant is
growing under will directly af-
fect the density of the foliage
and the plant’s flowering and
fruiting characteristics. Blend-
ing shade-tolerant plants into
the landscape can be an effec-
tive use of space. Before choos-
ing plants for an existing
landscape, it’s important to as-
sess the level of shade or sun
the plants will receive. 

- Heavy shade: Heavy shade
is when no direct sunlight
reaches a plant. This occurs at
the base of northern-facing
walls or beneath thick tree
canopies.

- Full sun: Areas that re-
ceive full sun enjoy direct sun-
light between six and eight
hours per day.

- Moderate shade: These
sites have reflected sunlight
that may come off of water
features.

- Light shade: Plants in

these areas will get partially
filtered or dappled sunlight.

Once homeowners under-
stand which type of shade they
are dealing with, they can then
visit plant nurseries and select
their plants. Most greenery
comes with care instructions
that include recommendations
regarding the amount of
shade/sunlight the plant will
need to do well. If further assis-
tance is needed, a knowledge-
able employee can make
suggestions based on landscape
needs.

Those who are looking for
some preliminary guidance
when it comes to selecting
shade-tolerant shrubs, plants or
trees can consult the following
list.

- Bleeding heart: Bleeding
heart, or Dicentra spectabilis,
is typically found in wood-
lands. It’s a perennial in the
poppy family that produces
mounded foliage and arching
vine-like stems of heart-
shaped flowers in the spring.

- Amethyst flower: Browal-
lia hybrids offer star-shaped
blooms of blue and violet.
These plants will billow out of
hanging baskets or containers,
and they prefer warm shade or
filtered sunlight.

- Coleus: The coleus,

Solenostemon scutellarioides,
is another perennial that can
have a variety of different leaf
colors and striations. 

- Witch hazels: These are a
genus in the family Hamameli-
dacea, which has four different
species in North America. This
shrub or small tree features
arching branches with dense,
multi-stemmed clumps. Witch
hazel produces flowers in the
late autumn when most other
plants are sparse.

- Bayberry: Myrica pensyl-
vanica can grow in partial
shade as a hedge or natural
property divider. The leaves of
this shrub are aromatic when
crushed. The shrub will pro-
duce tiny, gray/white fruits in
late summer.

- English Ivy: Also known as
Hedera helix, this trailing plant
is widely cultivated as an orna-
mental plant. It will spread
easily and can become inva-
sive.

Those searching for shade-
tolerant trees can choose
among Sugar maple, Black
alder, Flowering dogwood, and
White spruce, among others.

Shade-tolerant plants can
make welcome additions to the
landscape, offering greenery
and color in the darker areas of
a property.

METRO SERVICES

Shade-tolerant plants, such as coleus, can add color and
appeal to shady areas of a landscape.

Shade-tolerant plants 
help complete landscapes
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